
Yearning 

 

The readings for this nearly mid-summer Sunday reflect the beauties of the earth, its gold-
en harvests, its astonishing Spring, its delicate birds, beasts, mountains, hills and plains. 
Infinite surprises for us, if our eyes can see. 

 

I want to quote a complete poem in this space, hoping that I am not just indulging my 
attachment to poetry. The Jesuit poet Hopkins was so filled with the world’s beauty that I 
want him to speak here, in the poem called “Pied Beauty.”  

 

Glory be to God for dappled things— 
   For skies of couple-color as a brinded cow; 
      For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim; 
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings; 
   Landscape plotted and pieced—fold, fallow, and plough; 
And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim. 
All things counter, original, spare, strange; 
   Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) 
      With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim; 
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change: 
                 Praise him. 

 

Some of the language is unusual, I admit.  But if you spend time with these glorious images 
you will come to love our ever-evolving blue planet like someone bathing in ocean swirl. 
All of it luxuriant, all of it precious. Can you feel it?  

 

In the First Reading the Lord uses this ebb and flow of seasons to show how his visceral 
love for the earth does its job. 

 

He says this: just as the rain and snow come to earth and return to the heavens when they 
have done their job of watering, making the lands fertile and fruitful, so too does God’s 
word. It comes to the world and does not return until it has nourished and moistened life 
in every single creature that will receive it. A fruitful harvest, says the Psalm. 

 

St. Paul speaks of all creation groaning in labor pains even until now (Second Reading). 
Human beings too groan within themselves like seeds which break open and push their 
way through tough ground and then evolve into full trees that stretch up for Christ’s light.  

 

Can such rich images apply to you and me? How good is your own soil? God wants to 
pour his grace into it always. Do you and I groan and yearn for the goodness of God 
which is already lavished upon us? Do we take time each day to let love in? Or do we listen 
on Sunday, perhaps with some interest, but then forget everything by afternoon? Or, if my 
experience is any guide, by the end of Mass! 

 

Jesus lists a number of things we might need to correct in order to accept the gifts he has 
ready for us (Gospel). We might be shallow ground, he says. Or rocky soil. Weeds might 
choke us. How discouraging. Must I pretend to be rich soil, though I know my shallow-
ness? No. I must be fully myself and allow God to do the rest. The Indian poet Tagore 
put it this way: 

 

The cloud stood humbly in a corner of the sky. The morning crowned it with splendor. 
Be humble. Join in the revolving refreshment of all earthly things. Open your leaves. Allow 
the sun.                 John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for July 17th through July 23rd:  

               

Mon:      Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1-8; Mt 10:34-11:1 

Tue:  Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34; Mt 11:20-24  

Wed:    Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1-4, 6-7; Mt 11:25-27  

Thur: Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1, 5, 8-9, 24-27; Mt 11:28-30 

Fri:     Ex 11:10-12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15-18; Mt 12:1-8  

Sat: Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136:1, 10-15, 23-24; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Sun:   Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43  

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

7/23/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Marilu Duncan 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carol Kellogg and Sister Monica 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 

Parish Collection    
7/9                                                                                $1626.80 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

7/16: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 

7/21: Adoration 3:45 
         followed by benediction   
         and Mass 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for July continue 
on July 17th, 24th and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

FORMED 

Visit formed.org and use our 
parish code 6Y749F! 

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your 
favorites page and/or book-
mark us. Classes, events, 
and the bulletin are all on 
there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Fremont County Parish Picnic is four weeks away!  

All parishioners are invited to a picnic on August 13th. Pa-
rishioners from St. Margaret’s, Holy Rosary and our three 
churches are all invited. The picnic will be from 1
-4pm followed by an outdoor 5pm Mass. Parish-
ioners from Blessed Sacrament are asked to 
bring a bag of chips, parishioners from St. Jo-
sephs are asked to bring bottled water, juice, 
tea or soda and parishioners from St. Stephens 
are asked to bring a salad, side dish, or dessert. The Mis-
sion will provide the meat, buns, paper goods, and condi-
ments. We are excited to host the event and would like eve-
ryone to attend and join in the fellowship. Please bring your 
own chairs!  

   

            Saint Kateri 

             Tekakwitha, 

            pray for us! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

7/15: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Roy Brown on his birthday  

 

7/16:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Glen Charles Heiser      
 11am St. Joseph’s   Special Intention        
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Missa Pro Populo 

 

     

7/18: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Poor souls in purgatory          
                           

7/19: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Beverly Cisney          
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

7/20: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Intention of donor         
                                

7/21: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Vincent Brown on his birthday 

  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

  

Vita Nova Coffee (“New Life” Coffee), the Mission’s own free coffee house 
recently built and designed in Sr. Incarnata Hall, will be open for FREE 
COFFEE and snacks (when available) whenever the sign is up outside of 
the coffee house (see the picture).  Fr. Andrew cannot set scheduled 
hours of operation due to the unpredictability of priestly ministry, but 
whenever you drive by the Mission and see the sign outside Sr. Incarnata 
Hall, feel free to stop in for a free cup of coffee with a cool atmosphere 
and good conversation.  Bring a friend, a novel, or your homework and 
come to chill and relax with a hot cup of coffee with Fr. Andrew! 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended Mass on Monday. Special thanks to Tam-
my Baldes, Howard Brown, and Christyl Hanway for preparing Eagle Hall and 
for helping with the breakfast. Thank you to Fr. Demetrio, Fr. Hiep, and Fr. 
Frederick for concelebrating Mass and thank you so much to all who came and 
joined in the fellowship - it was very nice to host Bishop Steven! 

SAVE THE DATE:  The 2017 Wyoming Catholic Women’s Retreat will be on Friday, 
September 29, from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.and Saturday, September 30, from 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. (lunch provided) at the Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center in Casper, 
WY.  The keynote speaker will be Sarah Hart, and she will be sharing her thoughts and 
insights on the “Nuances of the Fruits of the Spirit.” For more information on Sarah, 
please visit http://www.sarahhart.com.  Early bird registration fee is $50 by Saturday, 
September 16.  After that, the registration fee is $60.  We encourage all women to come 
join in this uplifting experience of faith, growth, and fellowship.  This event is hosted by 
the women of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Casper.  To register, please call Patti 
Spaulding at 307-266-1095. 


