
This is my beloved Son 

 

Night is not forever. It is a prelude to day. 
In the transfiguration, Jesus shook off the grime of daily night and showed apostles the daily 
freshness of God that dwelt deep within him. “Yes, I am God, the Ancient One,” he seemed to 
say in the First Reading, “the one that all heaven adores. But I am also that same loving God 
transformed into the roughness of your daily life. I am transfiguring here to show you the Glo-
ry within me, Glory that I will give quietly to those who will receive my Spirit—even within 
the smudge and smear of daily life.” 
Alright, how does this transfiguration of Jesus touch our own souls? 
I have decided to make an escape into poetry in order to answer. I am giving you a poem by the 
nineteenth century Jesuit poet, Gerard Manley Hopkins, whom I have quoted many times in 
this space. [By the way, Hopkins said this poem should be read slowly, “strongly marking out 
the syllables.” And, just as a hint, read it out loud. Ready?] 
God’s Grandeur 
The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 
    It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 
    It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod? 
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 
    And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil; 
    And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s smell; the soil 
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
And for all this, nature is never spent; 
    There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 
And though the last lights off the black West went 
    Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs— 
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 
    World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 
What a wonderful revelation this is for us, it seems, especially in this very trying time for the 
world and for the Church. 
Here is what I think the poet is saying: 
Stanza 1: Everything everywhere has brilliance within its existence because of God’s undetected 
presence, because of the greatness of God’s humble energy. Since that is so, then why do hu-
man beings fail to reckon with (“reck”) his divine authority (“his rod”)? In other words, why 
do we go through daily life ignoring the very presence that so deeply grounds us? Don’t we 
ourselves need to be transfigured? 
Stanza 2: We humans detach ourselves from the beauty of the world. Our feet do not feel the 
soil, figuratively speaking, because we are busy “using” it to get what we want. Though we need 
the protection of shoes, yet, at the same time they impose a pragmatic layer between us and the 
earth. We have beaten the earth into submission. We live in a “bent world” now. 
Stanza 3: Even so, there is a “freshness” you can observe if you will. If you regard with care the 
leaf, the robin, the beloved hand, even your own breathing, you may just sense the fresh and 
living spirit that dwells within them. “There lives the dearest freshness deep down things,” is a 
statement of transfiguration. This is the Holy Spirit, hatching the world’s goodness into exist-
ence by settling onto it like a mother bird, preserving it with food and warmth, till it (and we) 
are strong enough. 
Come and receive that warmth, Jesus says (Gospel).                John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for August 7th through August 13th: 

               

Mon:      Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 

Tue:  Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13; Mt 14:22-36  

Wed:    Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; Ps 106:6-7, 13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28  

Thur: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 12:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26 

Fri:     Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-16, 21; Mt 16:24-28  

Sat: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-20 

Sun:   1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

8/6/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Jim Cunningham 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan & Tom Kasper 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
7/30                                                                                $1358.00 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

8/6: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 

8/11:  Adoration 3:45 
         followed by benediction   
         and Mass 

 

8/13: Picnic and Mass  

 

8/25: Deacon Bryce’s  
         Ordination Mass 10am 
         St. Stephen’s Church 

 

8/30: 5pm Mass followed by a  
         farewell dinner for  
         Fr. Andrew          

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for August will 
be 7th, 14th and 21st and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Rosaries 

 

Many people spend hours 
making rosaries and send 
them to the Mission. Please 
remember to pray with them 
and offer a prayer for those 
who donate them. Thank 
you and God bless. 

Fremont County Parish Picnic is next Sunday! 

All parishioners are invited to a picnic on August 13th. 
Parishioners from St. Margaret’s, Holy Rosary and our 
three churches are all invited. The picnic 
will be from 1-4pm followed by an outdoor 
5pm Mass. Parishioners from Blessed Sac-
rament are asked to bring a bag of chips, 
parishioners from St. Josephs are asked to 
bring bottled water, juice, tea or soda and parishioners 
from St. Stephens are asked to bring a salad, side 
dish, or dessert. The Mission will provide the meat, 
buns, paper goods, and condiments. Bring chairs!  

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

8/5: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Sophie Heiser  

 

8/6:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Dick Bebout    
 11am St. Joseph’s   Miss Pro Populo          
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Poor souls in Purgatory       

 

     

8/8: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Special Intention             
                           

8/9: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Deacon Bryce             
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

8/10: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Roger Haley             
                              

8/11: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Special Intention      
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

2017 Solar Eclipse at  

St. Stephens Indian Mission 

August 21, 2017 

St. Stephens Indian Mission will be hosting 
an eclipse viewing party on August 21, 2017!  

Start the day with Mass at 9am at St. Ste-
phens Church followed by a spectacular day 

for viewing and enjoying the full Solar Eclipse.   Vita Nova Coffee House will be 
open to provide coffee, tea, and goodies throughout the morning and we will 

provide a BBQ lunch (pulled pork, hamburgers, hot dogs, etc.), but feel free to 
bring your own food/desserts to share!  We will also provide viewing glasses to 
wear to look at the sun leading up to and during the actual eclipse, which is pre-

dicted to take place around 11:30am-12:00pm.  Bring your family and friends 
and share with us in marveling at the incredible work of God in His creation! 

 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the firmament proclaims the works of his hands.” – 
Psalm 19:2 

 

Congratulations to Deacon Bryce on his upcoming Ordi-
nation. Deacon Bryce will be ordained a priest on August 
25th at 10am. The Mass of Ordination will be held here 
at St. Stephens Indian Mission. Please mark this momen-
tous occasion on your calendars and plan to join in the 
very first Ordination ever held here at St. Stephens!  

 

There will be a luncheon following the Ordination. Please 
call Melissa at the office if you would like to be involved. 

 

There will 
be a fare-
well dinner 
for Father 

Andrew after the 5pm 
Mass on August 30th. 
More information com-
ing next week. 


