
A Saving Faith 

Jesus is roving and curing people. An odd thing happens in each case. He tells them, “Your faith 
has saved you.” 

 

Quite obviously Jesus does the healing, or they wouldn’t be asking for cures, so why does he say 
their faith did it? Why didn’t he just say “Go in peace, I have healed you”? 

 

Let us seek the answer in Sunday’s Gospel. I will tell it as a storyteller might. 
 

Jesus is in Caesarea Philippi and the disciples are just back from their mission of preaching. He 
asks them who people think he is. Maybe he is measuring the faith-status of the regions who have 
heard of him. 
 

The disciples laugh boyishly and give answers they have heard. Here is an approximation of what 
they said: 
 Believe it or not, some think you are John the Baptist returned from the dead! 
 The ones I talked to said you were the prophet Elijah! It was hilarious! 
 A few of them said you are Jeremiah or one of the other prophets! They just don’t 
 know what to make of you. 
 

Laughter all around. 

 

But Jesus had thrown a curve ball, and now it crosses the plate. He says abruptly, “And what about 
you? Who do you say I am?” 

 

Eyes wander, laughter becomes coughs, feet scuff. The disciples’ faith is still young and perhaps 
they are confused, not to mention the fact that they have never been required to profess anything 
out loud. 

 

Red faces. 
 

Peter is bold (or maybe just enthusiastic). Figuratively, he is walking on water again. He stammers 
out a very good answer. “You … you are … the Christ, the … the Son of … You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God!” 

 

Silence. And then nods and relief all around. 

 

  “Simon, how great is your faith,” Jesus replies. “Whatever you open with this faith will stay 
open. Whatever your faith shuts will remain shut, not only here but in heaven.” A high compli-
ment to Peter’s tottering belief status. 

 

But what does the story tell us? 

 

That Jesus is always seeking a two-way relationship between himself and other people, not just one
-way. Look back and see it. 

 

He wants a mutual love-relationship, in which they open up their hearts and let the Godly lover in. 
Besides being a charismatic leader or a good friend, he is the very reality of God’s love, present in 
the world, wide open to loving them. He wants them to relate to the fullness of who he is.   

 

The name of that openness to God’s love on the part of the people is “faith.”  

 

Maybe you see how this relates to our question from above, “Your faith has saved you”? 

 

The people whom Jesus cured had at least a beginning relationship with him. Healing is at last 
able to take root because Jesus is never just acting on his own, like a mechanic replacing spark 
plugs: his cures are love being given. But love given must also be love being received. 

 

Otherwise love can’t get in. 
 

So, in fact, it is their faith (openness to God’s love) that has in fact saved them. The healing power 

of Jesus could never get to them unless the openness named “faith” were not within them!   JF
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for August 28th through September 4th: 

               

Mon:      1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1-6, 9; Mt 23:13-22 

Tue:  1 Thes 2:1-8; Ps 139:1-6; Mk 6:17-29  

Wed:    1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139: 7-12b; Mt 23:27-32  

Thur: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5, 12-14, 17; Mt 24:42-51 

Fri:     1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 10-12; Mt 25:1-13  

Sat: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-30 

Sun:   Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27        

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

9/4/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Carol Kellogg 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
8/20                                                                                 TBA 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Mondays at 6pm 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

8/27: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 
 

8/30: 5pm Mass and farewell 
         dinner for Father Andrew  
 
9/1:  Adoration 3:45 
         Benediction 
         Mass 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for September 
will be on 11/18 & 25th and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 
 
Religious Ed registration will begin soon and classes 
will start in October!  

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Deacon Bryce Lungren's  

Ordination postponed  

 

The priestly ordination for 

Deacon Bryce Lungren is 

postponed.  Previously, it 

had been scheduled for Au-

gust 25.   Deacon Bryce is 

grateful for your continued 

prayers.  Additional infor-

mation will be forwarded 

when available. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

8/26: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Don & Janet Kinstetter  

 

8/27:  9am St. Stephen’s   Special intention       
 11am St. Joseph’s   Missa Pro Populo 
 5pm St. Stephen’s              
 

     

8/29: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Souls in purgatory           
                           

8/30: 5pm St. Stephen’s       
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

8/31: 7:15am St. Stephen’s                     
                         

9/1: 5pm St. Stephen’s         
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    
  

9/2: 9am St. Stephens    First Saturday Mass         

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

SAVE THE DATE:  The 2017 Wyoming Catholic Women’s Retreat will be on Friday, 
September 29, from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, September 30, from 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. (lunch provided) at the Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center in Casper, 
WY.  The keynote speaker will be Sarah Hart, and she will be sharing her thoughts and 
insights on the “Nuances of the Fruits of the Spirit.” For more information on Sarah, 
please visit http://www.sarahhart.com.  Early bird registration fee is $50 by Saturday, 
September 16.  After that, the registration fee is $60.  We encourage all women to come 
join in this uplifting experience of faith, growth, and fellowship.  This event is hosted by 
the women of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Casper.  To register, please call Patti 
Spaulding at 307-266-1095. 

 

There will be a farewell 
dinner for Father Andrew 
after the 5pm Mass on 
August 30th. The parish 
will provide chicken and 

lemonade for the dinner. Please bring a 
side dish or dessert if you can but defi-
nitely join us in wishing Fr. Andrew well! 

 

In order to be more friendly to the envi-
ronment we will begin using regular cof-
fee mugs and cups for coffee and juice 
after Mass. We have one box of foam 
cups left that we will use up but would 
like to ask you to bring any unused cups 
and donate them to the church. We have 
a few people have picked up at yard 
sales but definitely need more! Thanks! 


