
Son of David? 

 

Sunday’s Gospel can give a headache to preachers and to regular Catholics both. Jesus refus-
es to heal a woman because she is, in his metaphor, one of the “dogs.”  

 

Whaaaaat? 

 

You know the story. The woman cries out for help, and Jesus will not even talk to her. The 
disciples demand that he tell her to go away because she is a trouble-maker. And he seems to 
agree with them. “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” he says. She is 
from Canaan, not from Israel. 

 

Finally the poor woman walks right up, does “homage” to Jesus and says, “Lord, help me!”  

 

Jesus would never ignore such words, at least so we Christians and Catholics believe. Nor 
should we ever be deaf to words like this in our own daily lives. But no. He says, “It is not 
right to take the food of the children [Israel] and throw it to the dogs [Canaan].”  

 

Ouch. This is the line that is so hard for us to understand. So un-Jesus-like. 

 

There are clues. She called out to him first with the words “Son of David,” a term hallowed 
by use in the ancient Hebrew scriptures, always referring to the Messiah. She is a Canaanite, 
who did not believe in any Messiah-to-come, especially not one that would descend from 
David. Yet, against her whole background, this woman seems to have belief in Jesus as Mes-
siah. She calls him “Lord.” In Matthew’s Gospel this is an explicit admission that Jesus and 
God are one. Going just on her language, we have a definite indication that she believed in 
him as the Savior. 

 

Surely he sensed this. 

 

But Israel and the Canaanites had long been in strife. Israelites would think, how could 
“they” with their strange gods produce a woman who believes in the one God and in Jesus 
as the Christ? They couldn’t. 

 

But maybe Jesus was drawing her out, teasing her, in order to strengthen her belief.  

 

Perhaps he was quoting the word “dogs” as a reference to names the two peoples actually 
called each other. Something like this: “My people of Israel believe in the one God and your 
people do not. How can I give their food to you ‘dogs,’ as we call you?”  

 

The woman’s quick wit provides a wonderful, humble, bantering response, that wins the 
day. “Even dogs eat scraps that fall from their master’s table.” It is a riposte, a parry, a coun-
ter-thrust, and Jesus loves it. She is saying, “It does not matter what a person’s status is as 
long as they believe. And I do believe.” 

 

I’ll bet Jesus smiled a great smile as he told her how great her faith was. Maybe he laughed 
at her fast repartee. And of course he gladly gave her what she asked; he cured her daughter.  

 

Doesn’t Christ’s Holy Spirit smile within you when you ask for what you need? When you 
let nothing stand in the way, like your own origins, your status in life, your sins, and maybe 
even your rejection (or acceptance) by others? 

 

At Communion time, let us hold out our hands and say inwardly, “Son of David, have pity 
on me.” This is a paraphrase of the Canaanite woman. Out loud, our response is “Amen,” 
which means “I do believe.” 

 

Let us mean it this Sunday.                  
        John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for August 21st through August 27th: 

               

Mon:      Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-37, 39-40, 43ab, 44; Mt 19:16-22 

Tue:  Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-14; Mt 19:23-30  

Wed:    Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:-2-7; Mt 20:1-16  

Thur: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51 

Fri:     Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-10; Mt 22:34-40  

Sat: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11, 4:13-17; Ps 128:1-5; Mt 23:1-12 

Sun:   Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

8/27/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Tom Kasper 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
8/13                                                                              $1928.56 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

8/20: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 
 

8/25: Adoration 3:45 
         Benediction 
         Mass 
          
 

8/30: 5pm Mass and farewell 
         dinner for Father Andrew  

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for August will 
continue on 8/21 and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Fremont County Parish Picnic was a success! 
 

Thank you, thank, thank you! To those who at-
tended, to those who brought food, to those who 
cooked, to the Parish Council, to the Knights of 
Columbus of St. Margaret’s and Holy Rosary, to 
Ethete store, to those who cleaned, to Rios 
Bounce Houses...thank you all! The picnic was 
very well attended. Thank you Fr. Jim for reviving 
this long ago tradition...everyone had a great time. 
So much food, so much fun, so much laughter, so 
much fellowship, so much love. Thank you! 

Deacon Bryce Lungren's  

Ordination postponed  

 

The priestly ordination for 

Deacon Bryce Lungren is 

postponed.  Previously, it 

had been scheduled for Au-

gust 25.   Deacon Bryce is 

grateful for your continued 

prayers.  Additional infor-

mation will be forwarded 

when available. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

8/19: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  All souls in purgatory  

 

8/20:  9am St. Stephen’s   Irene Millar    
 11am St. Joseph’s   Souls in purgatory 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Special intention           
 

     

8/22: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  +Pete & +Patsy Ballou           
                           

8/23: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Petie Brown    
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

8/24: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Deacon Bryce             
                              

8/25: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Sheldon Minnich      
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    
  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

2017 Solar Eclipse at  

St. Stephens Indian Mission 

August 21, 2017 

St. Stephens Indian Mission will be hosting 
an eclipse viewing party on August 21, 2017!  

Start the day with Mass at 9am at St. Ste-
phens Church followed by a spectacular day 

for viewing and enjoying the full Solar Eclipse.   Vita Nova Coffee House will be 
open to provide coffee, tea, and goodies throughout the morning and we will 

provide a BBQ lunch (pulled pork, hamburgers, hot dogs, etc.), but feel free to 
bring your own food/desserts to share!  We will also provide viewing glasses to 
wear to look at the sun leading up to and during the actual eclipse, which is pre-

dicted to take place around 11:30am-12:00pm.  Bring your family and friends 
and share with us in marveling at the incredible work of God in His creation! 

 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the firmament proclaims the works of his hands.” – 
Psalm 19:2 

 

There will be a farewell 
dinner for Father Andrew 
after the 5pm Mass on 
August 30th. The parish 
will provide chicken and 

lemonade for the dinner. Please bring a 
side dish or dessert if you can but defi-
nitely join us in wishing Fr. Andrew well! 

 

In order to be more friendly to the envi-
ronment we will begin using regular cof-
fee mugs and cups for coffee and juice 
after Mass. We have one box of foam 
cups left that we will use up but would 
like to ask you to bring any unused cups 
and donate them to the church. We have 
a few people have picked up at yard 
sales but definitely need more! Thanks! 


