
Needs 

 

Normally the Gospel for last week tells news of John the Baptist’s death, which hit Jesus 
hard. He took a boat to a deserted place in order to grieve, quietly, by himself. 

 

The crowd had watched him go. But they tracked him down and got to that place on foot, 
before him! When he arrived, their many needs pressed him into service immediately. So, 
instead of the hushed time for grief that he needed, Jesus’ heart was moved by the suffering 
people that faced him. He spent hour after hour, healing and curing—and feeding the five 
thousand. 
 

This story was omitted last week because the Church, for a number of reasons, mostly 
numerical, celebrated instead the feast of the Transfiguration. Fine, but this week’s Gospel 
is much clearer if you know how it follows the previous one, so I have filled in the missing 
part of the story above! 

 

Which brings us to this Sunday. In the Gospel, Jesus at last sends the crowd away. And 
notice a strange thing, usually ignored. After feeding the five thousand, he “made the disci-
ples get into a boat and precede him to the other side.” But why send them ahead? Why 
should he stay there alone? The probable answer is easy. Among other things, he needed to 
be by himself to process John’s death, which had moved him so much. 

 

So he climbed up on a mountainside and took plenty of time to commune with his heav-
enly Father. By now it was evening, and he prayed well into the night. A gusty wind came 
up. He could not have been comfortable. Neither could the disciples, who were trying to 
hold their boat on course in the wind. 
 

We would love to know the character of Jesus’ prayer. He had studied scriptures since his 
youth, so maybe the story of Elijah in our First Reading had come to mind. There, the 
prophet also was on a mountain-side, and there too, a heavy wind came up. We are told 
that the Lord was not in the wind, nor in the earthquake that followed, nor in the fire that 
came next. The Lord God was in the “still, small voice” that came last. 

 

Fast forward. Jesus surely also heard such a voice. Even though his trust was bruised by 
John’s death, maybe he was letting his Abba refresh it. He let his very personal loss be 
touched, even after caring for so many poor ones. 
 

What do we learn? All human beings have to rely on God, especially when it seems that 
tragedy has the upper hand. Maybe Jesus, even Jesus, was learning that divine love stays in 
the deepest realm of the soul, and needs a quiet time to emerge. Could this be an example 
of how he “learned obedience through what he suffered” (Hebrews 5:8)? Did he now pos-
sess again what the rest of us humans have to learn, that trust is not a sheer act of the will, 
not simply a blind decision, but a quiet emergence of God’s faithful love. 

 

Now Jesus walked on water to the disciples, who were still at sea. How must it have felt to 
leave solid ground and walk on mere liquid? Perhaps this walking is symbolic of the kind 
of trust that had been with him throughout his life. 
 

It was such a symbol for Peter.                 
 
John Foley, SJ                                                   
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for August 14th through August 20th: 

               

Mon:      Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Mt 17:22-27 

Tue:  Rv 1:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10-12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56  

Wed:    Dt 34:1-12; Ps 66:-3a, 5, 8, 16-17; Mt 18:15-20  

Thur: Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Ps 114:1-6; Mt 18:21-19:1 

Fri:     Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22, 24; Mt 19:3-12  

Sat: Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 11; Mt 19:13-15 

Sun:   Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8; Rom 11:13-15, 29-32; Mt 15:21-28  

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

8/20/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Linda Bebout 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carol Kellogg & Sister Monica 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
8/6                                                                              $1521.93 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

8/13: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 

8/14: Assumption of Mary 
         Vigil Mass 5:30 SJ  

 

8/15:  Mass: 7:15am SS 
                     5:30pm SS 

 

8/18: Adoration 3:45 
          

8/25: Deacon Bryce’s  
         Ordination Mass 10am 
         St. Stephen’s Church 

 

8/30: 5pm Mass and farewell 
         dinner for Father Andrew  

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for August will 
continue on 8/14 and 8/21 and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Rosaries 

 

Many people spend hours 
making rosaries and send 
them to the Mission. Please 
remember to pray with them 
and offer a prayer for those 
who donate them. Thank 
you and God bless. 

Fremont County Parish Picnic is today! 

All parishioners are invited to a picnic today! Parishion-
ers from St. Margaret’s, Holy Rosary and our three 
churches are all invited. The picnic will be 
from 1-4pm followed by an outdoor 5pm 
Mass. Parishioners from Blessed Sacra-
ment are asked to bring a bag of chips, 
parishioners from St. Josephs are asked to 
bring bottled water, juice, tea or soda and parishioners 
from St. Stephens are asked to bring a salad, side 
dish, or dessert. The Mission will provide the meat, 
buns, paper goods, and condiments. Bring chairs!  

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

8/12: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  All souls in purgatory  

 

8/13:  9am St. Stephen’s   Azalea Hanway    
 11am St. Joseph’s   +Mary Alice Redman & +Tianna Bree Redman
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Missa Pro Populo 

 

8/14: 5:30pm St. Joseph’s   +Jim & +Joan Hedderman       

 

     

8/15: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Special Intention   
               5:30pm Mass St. Stephen’s Missa Pro Populo           
                           

8/16: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Howard Brown on his 70th birthday    
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

8/17: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Deacon Bryce             
                              

8/18: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Special Intention      

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

2017 Solar Eclipse at  

St. Stephens Indian Mission 

August 21, 2017 

St. Stephens Indian Mission will be hosting 
an eclipse viewing party on August 21, 2017!  

Start the day with Mass at 9am at St. Ste-
phens Church followed by a spectacular day 

for viewing and enjoying the full Solar Eclipse.   Vita Nova Coffee House will be 
open to provide coffee, tea, and goodies throughout the morning and we will 

provide a BBQ lunch (pulled pork, hamburgers, hot dogs, etc.), but feel free to 
bring your own food/desserts to share!  We will also provide viewing glasses to 
wear to look at the sun leading up to and during the actual eclipse, which is pre-

dicted to take place around 11:30am-12:00pm.  Bring your family and friends 
and share with us in marveling at the incredible work of God in His creation! 

 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the firmament proclaims the works of his hands.” – 
Psalm 19:2 

 

There will be a farewell 
dinner for Father Andrew 
after the 5pm Mass on 
August 30th. The parish 
will provide chicken and 

lemonade for the dinner. Please bring a 
side dish or dessert if you can but defi-
nitely join us in wishing Fr. Andrew well! 

 

In order to be more friendly to the envi-
ronment we will begin using regular cof-
fee mugs and cups for coffee and juice 
after Mass. We have one box of foam 
cups left that we will use up but would 
like to ask you to bring any unused cups 
and donate them to the church. We have 
a few people have picked up at yard 
sales but definitely need more! Thanks! 


