
A Broken Heart 

 

So what is the trouble for this man in the Gospel? His doubts echo through history. We often as-
sume that he was just a tough guy who had trouble trusting, but it would help you and me in our 
own doubts if we could understand more about someone who couldn’t believe in the resurrection.  

 

We call him Doubting Thomas. 

 

First, who was he? His real name in Aramaic, Te’oma (Thomas), meant twin, and he was also called 
Didymus, which meant the same thing in Greek. So he likely was a twin, perhaps of Matthew.  

 

He might have been a bit glum. For instance, he gave a practical but gloomy response when Jesus 
wanted to go back to Judea after Lazarus died. None of the disciples wanted to go there, because 
they knew the leaders had tried to stone Jesus (John 10:24-30). Now Jesus gave some high-minded 
talk about how much they would learn by going, but Thomas ignored these reasons. His sarcastic 
reply is a perfect picture of him: “Alright, let us also go die with him” (John 11:16).  

 

Here Thomas reminds me a bit of Joe Btfsplk, the famous Al Capp cartoon character from yester-
year who walked around with a perpetual rain cloud over his head! 

 

Much later, just before the passion, Jesus will say, “Where I am going you know the way.” This was 
really a spiritual statement about going to the Father, but Thomas took it literally (John 14:3-6). 
He gives a very matter-of-fact response, but rooted in emotion. To summarize, he says, “You’re 
talking in secrets! We can’t follow you if don’t say where you are going! Help us.”  

 

Thomas loved Jesus doggedly, that is for sure. But he feared the dangerous situations that Jesus al-
ways walked right into. Thomas’ practical nature looked frankly at them and drew the pragmatic, 
pessimistic conclusion. Thomas the twin had twin emotions, love and fear. 

 

Is it any wonder, then, that in this Sunday’s Gospel Thomas laid down unflinching requirements for 
believing in the resurrection? Take a look. His worst fears already had come true: Jesus had been 
killed. To deal with this sorrow Thomas resolved to accept the death stolidly. He would never slip 
and talk about his departed friend in the present tense, as if he were still here. Thomas the pragma-
tist knew that Jesus was dead and gone. Thomas had predicted it.  

 

Then came the new news. 

 

  “Didymus, Jesus is alive! You were away, but suddenly he stood there among us even though all 
the doors were locked! He talked to us!” 

 

No. NO! Thomas’ heart could not accept it. He wanted it too much. He could not bear to believe 
it. 

 

 Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands 
 and put my finger into the nail marks 
 and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.  

 

This is exactly in character for Thomas/Didymus. These tough words are really a protection for a 
heart that would break in pieces if it were fooled by another false hope. “The only way I would 
believe such nonsense is if you give me absolute proof.”  

 

Jesus gave it. Fingers in nail marks, hand in side. 

 

Thomas had always belonged to Jesus. Yes he was cynical, but when he got the practical proof he 
needed, he sank to the ground in heart-rending surrender. 

 

   “My Lord and my God.” 

 

What a great story for us at Eastertide.   
          John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for April 24th through April 30th:  

               

Mon:      Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2: 1-9; Jn 3:1-8 

Tue:  1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 16:15-20  

Wed:    Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21  

Thur: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36 

Fri:     Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15  

Sat: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21 

Sun:   Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11; 1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

4/30/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Marilu Duncan 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carroll Kellogg and Tom Kasper 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Valaira Cardenas 
Altar Servers: Katerina Cardenas & Ernest Bearing  

Parish Collection    
4/16                                                                               $1975.49 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

4/23: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts  
         after 9am Mass 

          

4/28: 3:45pm Adoration 
         4:45pm Benediction 
         5:00pm Mass  

           

4/30: Soup Supper Sunday 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for May will be 
announced soon. 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

FORMED 

Visit formed.org and use our parish code 6Y749F! 

Congratulations to 
Lloyd Goggles  

who is receiving his First 
Holy Communion today! 

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special 
occasion or in memory of someone is a special gift. Cards 
available at the office. Diocesan guideline is $10.00 /Mass. 

Favorite Page 

 

Add our website to your favorites page and/or 
bookmark us. Classes, events, and the bulletin are 
all on there! Don’t remember if you’re the lector 
or extraordinary minister this weekend? Look 
here: www.saintstephensmission.com 

Parishioner Registration 

 

There are forms at the entrance of the church. Please fill out 
and either bring back to Mass, take or mail to office. 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Mondays at 6pm 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

4/22: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Missa Pro Populo   

 

4/23:  9am St. Stephen’s   Veronica Moen   
 11am St. Josephs    +Sr. Laetitia (Tish) Laniviere         
 5pm St. Stephens    +Irma Groesbeck       
                  

4/25: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s +Don White             
                        

4/26: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Northern Arapaho Business Council    
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

4/27: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Father Pietro Philip Colbraro      
                                

4/28: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Wallace Wight            
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

Christ is Risen! 

Indeed He is risen! 

Soup Supper News  

 

Next Sunday is our 
monthly soup supper 
after the 5pm Mass. 
Please join in the fel-
lowship. Soup suppers 
are the last Sunday of 
the month. 

Bishop-elect Biegler has decided to donate one-half of all 
ordination gifts to the poor. Half will go to the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul Conference located at the Cathedral in 
Rapid City. The other half will go to Catholic Charities of 
Wyoming. If parishioners would like to give an ordination gift 
checks can be made payable to the Diocese of Cheyenne 
with Bishop Biegler written in the memo line. The Finance 
Office will disburse the monies as per Bishop-elect Biegler’s 
request. Thank you. 

The Brown Family would like to thank you for your prayers during their pilgrimage to El 
Santuario de Chimayo. They will hand out the holy/blessed dirt after the 9am Mass and 
leave some at the entrance of church. Thank you for your prayers, as you were in theirs. 

God bless you during  
the Easter season! 


