
Love and Death 

           

The Gospel for Sunday declares that “Jesus loved Martha and Mary her sister and their brother 
Lazarus.” 

 

This is a golden statement. It tells us so much about Jesus and his personal friendships. But it 
also emphasizes how very odd it was that, while Lazarus was sick unto death, Jesus camped out 
a fairly short distance away and did not go to heal his friend. Messages arrived calling for him.  

An easy journey. But no. His reason? “This illness is not going to end in death,” he says.  

 

What? He is wrong! The illness of Lazarus led directly to death! 

 

When Lazarus did die, and had been in the tomb for four days, Jesus finally decided to go 
down to Bethany. Martha ran to him there and she quietly went back for Mary, who was so 
grieved that she would not leave home! Each in her turn cried out, “If you had been here, my 
brother would not have died!” 

 

When Jesus saw Mary’s tears and those of the friends who had gathered, we behold a touching 
revelation. The famous words that came next are unlike any others in the Gospels: 

 

 And Jesus wept. 
 

His tears make Mary and Martha’s question even more poignant. (I paraphrase): “You love us 
and you loved him; why did you not come and cure him before he died?” I think many of us 
ask God that very question when a loved one dies. “God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

 

Pretend that you are asking this question directly to Jesus right now, about a sorrow of yours.  

Listen to whatever answer comes. Take your time. If what you hear is fruitful, please stay with 
it. 

 

For my part, I hear Jesus saying this: 
 

 Friend, I know that life, love, and death are hard for you to comprehend. I have re-
 vealed them in my flesh, but of course any example can be ambiguous.  

 

Not only life but even death and even sorrow are given within God’s gentle love. They are like 
flowers pushing up from the earth. The ground from which they push is God’s kind and deep 
care. Even life gets its being from God’s love. Even death gets its life from God’s love. 

 

At this point you and I, startled, interrupt and say, Wait! How can death receive life? Death is 
the end of life. What are you talking about? 

 

Jesus seems to reply that there are many beautiful plants and trees that come forth from God’s 
earth. Life is surely one of them, he says. But death is too, and suffering as well.  

 

Let me show you, he says. 
 

He calls out in a loud voice, calls into the soil of God-love where Lazarus’ soul is held tight. 
From this womb of love, death gestates into life. Out of the tomb he walks. 

 

 It is as if Jesus says to us, 
 you always think of love as what you have because you have life. But the opposite is 
 true. Life is something you can have only because you are rooted in love. Death does 
 not erase love, it brings you more deeply back into it, to the place you came from—
 the rich loam of love. 
 

Pray about it, Jesus says, because that is the reason I delayed going to Bethany. 
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for April 3rd through April 9th: 

               

Mon:      Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Ps 23: 1-6; Jn 8:1-11 

Tue:  Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30  

Wed:    Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; (Ps) Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42  

Thur: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9; Jn 8:51-59 

Fri:     Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42  

Sat: Ez 37:21-28; (Ps) Jer 31:10-13; Jn 11:45-56  

Sun:   Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 27:11-54   

       

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

4/9/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Jim Cunningham, Linda Bebout, Tom Kasper 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carroll Kellogg and Melissa Brown 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteers needed 
Altar Servers: Katsina Cardenas and Gabrielle Whiteman  

Parish Collection    
3/26                                                                                 $1563.99 

Upcoming Events:  

 

4/2:   Coffee and donuts  
         after 9am Mass 
         Rel. Ed. Classes 

 

4/3:  “Forgiven” 6:30-8:00pm           

                                              

4/4:  Catholicism DVD series  

 

4/7:   3:45pm Adoration 
         4:45pm Benediction 
         5:00pm Mass  

 

          Stations of the Cross 
          SJ -  After Comm. Svc. 
          SS - After 5pm Mass 

 

4/9:    Palm Sunday 

 

4/16: There will be NO 5pm   
          Mass on Easter Sunday 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for May will be 
announced soon. 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism and the last in the series is: 

World Without End—The Last Things. This lesson 
explores the Church’s conviction that life here and now 
is preparation for an extraordinary world that is yet to 
come - a supernatural destiny. Bishop Barron presents 
the Catholic vision of death, judgment, heaven, hell 
and purgatory. 

FORMED 

Our parishioners have unlimited access to eBooks, 
talks and videos in the Church today! Visit 
formed.org and use our parish code 6Y749F! 

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your favorites page and/or 
bookmark us. Classes, events, and the bulletin are 
all on there! Don’t remember if you’re the lector 
or extraordinary minister this weekend? Look 
here: www.saintstephensmission.com 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

4/1: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Special Intention         

 

4/2:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Jaren Brown on his birthday        
 11am Mass St. Josephs   Missa Pro Populo 
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   +Ann Foy       
                  

4/4: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Jeff Ballou            
                               

4/5: 5pm St. Stephens    Neil Rogers          
 5:15 St. Josephs    Communion Service          
          

4/6: 7:15am St. Stephens   Poor Souls in purgatory        
                               

4/7: 5pm St. Stephens    +Ann Foy            
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 
Baptism Celebration after Mass! 

Congratulations: 
Kately Janice Duran                              Chynna Rose Littleshield 
Jayden Joseph Moss                        Tylynn Redwolf Moss 

 

Jayla Lorayne Abeyta        Kaycen Lee Abeyta         Keen Jordge Abeyta 
Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Praise him now and always! 

Distractions while praying/during Mass 
“The habitual difficulty in prayer is distraction. It can 
affect words and their meaning in vocal prayer; it 
can concern, more profoundly, him to who we are 
praying, in vocal prayer (liturgical or personal), 
meditation, and contemplative prayer. To set about 
hunting down distractions would be to fall into their 
trap, when all that is necessary is to turn back to 
our heart: for a distraction reveals to us what we are 
attached to, and this humble awareness before the 
Lord should awaken our preferential love for him 
and lead us resolutely to offer him our heat to be 
purified.. Therein lies the battle, the choice of which 
master to serve.”   
Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph  2729 

Soup Supper News 

 

Thank you to the 
Cardenas family for 
setting up for the 
soup supper. It was 
wonderful. Soup 
suppers are the last 
Sunday of the 
month-please join 
in the fellowship! 

Beginning  
Experience 
Weekend for 
the divorced, 
widowed, sepa-
rated. 4/28-
4/30 in Casper. 
Contact 234-
7214 or 463-
2677 for info. 


