
Unscrambling 

           

Lent is here. Jesus is tempted. As are we. 

 

But it is often difficult to understand the scriptural temptations, as found in the Gospel. Let us 
look at them. They will help us with our own. 

 

(1)First is food. Jesus has been on a major fast, and the devil knows it. “Don’t worry!” he says. 
“You are rich! You are God! You can have all the food you want. Just turn this rock into 
bread!” 

 

  “The Father’s words are bread enough for me,” Jesus says.  

 

(2) Second, what about honor? The devil says, “You can be the great one whom everyone re-
spects! Think about how good that would feel. Side with me! OK, technically you would be 
worshipping me, but if you understand things my way, you are just taking care of ‘number 
one.’ Try it.”  

 

Jesus’ quiet response: “I pledge myself to the Lord my God, not to you. Such honors would tear 
me apart.” 

 

(3) Third, pride. The devil: “You know that heaven must do whatever you command! Jump off 
this temple roof and prove your importance! Angels will rush down from heaven to catch you! 
Everyone will admire you! Come on, show us what you’ve got!” 

 

Jesus: “Yes I am very close to heaven and to God. But hear this. I choose to let God’s gentle, 
quiet love be my life. Not pride.” 

 

Three temptations and three balanced, humble answers. Jesus knew how to hear his Abba’s 
words over the devil’s babble, and he would not desert the great love of his life, God. 

 

The devil, canny, resolves to try again later (on the cross). 

 

This analysis should make it easier to understand our own temptations. Check it out this Lent. 
Possessions? Cars, books, clothes, appearance, and so on. You know the kind of list we could 
each make. Eating too much. Buying too much. Sexual lures. Holding our tongue when fairness 
demands that we speak out. Speaking out when we should be quiet. OK, these are just human 
foibles but they are also traps. “Look away from God,” they say. “He is outmoded anyway. Be 
interested in yourself. No one else is.” 

 

And honors? Do you ever try to please other people so they will have a good opinion of you?  

 

We used to call this “human respect.” What would happen if your son or daughter were 
thrown off the team at school? How did you react when you lost your job? And so on. 

 

Americans still sit at their desks or cars or kitchen tables, working hard, worrying about meet-
ings and deadlines, wondering if they can live up to their own expectations and those of others. 
Or how to just keep their jobs. We say we have essential work to do. We are important. What 
we do makes us worthwhile. 
 

Temptations. 
 

Could this Lent be the right time to unscramble your values? Since God is the most wonderful 
and loving being anywhere, do you really want to block him out with lesser, undependable de-
sires, especially those that boil down to riches, honors or pride? Isn’t this true: whatever really 
counts in your life is actually rooted in the love of God and not the other way around. 
Here is how Jesus put it: “Love the Lord your God above all things and love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Mk 12:30-31). 
 

        John Foley, SJ 

First Sunday of Lent 
March 5th, 2017 

St. Stephens Indian Mission 
www.saintstephensmission.com  

856-7806 
33 St. Stephens Road 

PO Box 250 
St. Stephens, WY 82524 

 

Fr. Jim Heiser……….………………………...…………..………….…………..Pastor 
Fr. Andrew Kinstetter……………………………………………….Associate Pastor 
                                                                                     www.roamincatholicpriest.com 
Dcn. Bryce Lungren………………………...…..……………………………...Deacon 
Sr. Monica Suhayda, CSJ……………………….....Past. Asst./ Gift Shop  856-4330 
Patti McMahon……………………………………..Director of Religious Education 

 

Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs Church 
332-4415 

 

Sr. Teresa Frawley, OSF………..……Past. Asst./Director of Religious Education 

St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for March 6th through March 12th: 

               

Mon:      Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19: 8-10, 15; Mt 25:31-46  

Tue:  Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15  

Wed:    Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32  

Thur: Est C :12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 

Fri:     Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26  

Sat: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48  

Sun:   Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; 2 Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9    

      

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

3/12/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Anna Wolfe 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan & Tom Kasper 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Altar Servers: Katsina Cardenas and Gabrielle Whiteman  

Parish Collection    
2/26                                                                                 $1695.12 

Upcoming Events:  

 

3/5:    Coffee and donuts  
          after 9am Mass             

                                                   Rel. Ed. Classes  

 

3/6:    Baptism Class 5:30  

 

          “Forgiven” 6:30-8:00pm           

                                              

3/7:    Catholicism DVD series 

 

3/10:  3:45pm Adoration 
          4:45pm Benediction 
          5:00pm Mass 

 

           Stations of the Cross 
           SJ -  After Comm. Svc. 
           SS - After 5pm Mass  

            

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes in March are on 
3/6, 3/13, and 3/20 from 5:30-6:30. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism and welcome those to watch the ser ies 
with them. There are 5 classes left. 

 

This week: A Body Both Suffering and Glorious—The 
Mystical Union of Christ&the Church. Clearly answer-
ing the question, “What is the Church?” Bishop Barron 
presents the reality of the Church as “one, holy, catho-
lic and apostolic.” The Body of Christ can be seen all 
over the earth, while still escaping total understanding 
as the mystical union between Christ and his Church. 

Let us pray in thanksgiving for the life of Fr. Daniel J. Gannon, S.J. who was called to 
eternal life on February 28th, 2017. Dan was eighty-five years old, a Jesuit for fifty-eight 
years, and a priest for forty-eight years. 

 

Eternal rest, grant unto Father Dan O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him.  
May he rest in peace. Amen.  

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace. Amen.  

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

3/4: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Pete Nigra       

 

3/5:  9am Mass St. Stephens   +Father Dan Gannon, SJ        
 11am Mass St. Josephs   Missa Pro Populo 
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   John and Gretchen Vincent   
                  

3/7: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Mike Osborne            
                             

3/8: 5pm St. Stephens      Katie Malin French        
 5:15 St. Josephs    Communion Service          
          

3/9: 7:15am St. Stephens   Souls in Purgatory           
                               

3/10: 5pm St. Stephens     Matt Wingert        
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    
  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Praise him now and always! 

Parishioner Registration 
There are forms at the entrance of the church if 
you have not received one. Please fill out and ei-
ther bring back to Mass next weekend and put it in 
the collection basket, mail it or drop it by the office.  

“Forgiven” 
On Mondays during Lent 

there will be a study on the 
Sacrament of Reconcilia-

tion, called “Forgiven”. The 

study will be from 6:30-
8pm in the Rel. Ed room. 
Please consider joining us 
this Lent. If you have any 
questions you may call Fr. 

Andrew at the office. 

Soup Supper News 
The soup supper last Sunday was 
wonderful! Thank you to Valaira 
Cardenas and her family for all 
their help! We will have these on 
the last Sunday of each month 
after the 5pm Mass. Please put 
these dates on your calendar and 
join in the fellowship. 

St. Joseph’s Table 
St. Joseph Feast Day, March 19th, is a traditional holy day: Seven 
days before the Feast of the Annunciation (25 March) we meet St. 
Joseph, her spouse. To honor the carpenter, bread and/or baked 
goods are prepared and donated to the needy. Much of the food 
includes breadcrumbs, representing sawdust. Giving food to the 
needy is a St. Joseph's Day custom. On Sunday, March 19th, 
there will be tables set in the church for donations. If you or your 
family would like to participate in the St. Joseph’s table, then 
please bring your bread or baked goods to the 9am or 5pm Sun-
day Mass. All items will be distributed to the needy on Monday, 
March 20th. Thank you! 


