
Brilliant Suffering 

           

Last week we saw Jesus being tempted like the rest of us. It was so human. But this week we see 
him transformed into dazzling white light! Not so human. What is going on? 

 

I want to describe an Ignatian prayer experience that could shed some light on this 
“Transfiguration.” Stay with me on this. 
 

Imagine yourself sad and discouraged, wishing God would help you. You want your faith back, 
which used to be strong. But now you do not find it. You go along in your normal patterns. 

 

Now, suppose that all at once you find yourself moved and attracted to God in a way you can-
not doubt, a way that is beyond you but also within you. After the experience, you cannot really 
doubt that the occurrence is from God, even though you do not really understand it. 

 

This would be an important moment, wouldn’t it—a transformation (though brief) of your 
experience of God, a reshaping of it. 
 

In such a prayer, unusual as it is, God gives us a brief vision of how reality is at its core, impos-
sible to describe here. But maybe the retreat experience is to keep us from getting discouraged, 
or letting our attention drift away while he is teaching us. 

 

So apply such an experience to the scene of Jesus’ Transfiguration in Sunday’s Gospel. 
 

The apostles suddenly behold Jesus with his divinity shining forth. It shows through their blin-
ders (and frightens them). Their experience of Jesus is transfigured. For a moment they see 
Jesus in the complete union with God that he is. 

 

Notice that I said, “in the complete union with the God that he is,” not a union that he “has.” 
In Jesus, divinity and humanity are together in one person. Daily onlookers saw only the hu-
man, but in this passage, Jesus is showing the apostles his whole self, divinity in its complete 
presence within its humanity. 
 

Why such a sudden revelation to them? 

 

Possibly this scene is just one stage of the instruction he had been giving to the apostles 
throughout the whole Gospel. Just before our passage he had finally taught them what a real 
Messiah is. He said that the “Son of the living God” (or in other words, the Messiah) “must go 
to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed 
and on the third day be raised” (Mt 16:13-23). A shocking revelation for the apostles, and for 
us too. 
 

Peter objected vehemently, which proved his shock, taking Jesus aside and rebuking him. “God 
forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.” Maybe that is your reaction too and 
mine as well! Jesus responds. He goes so far as to call Peter “Satan” for resisting the new revela-
tion. Suffering and death are not foreign to Jesus, the Messiah. They are of the essence. Such a 
hard lesson this is for each of us. 

 

Suffering, death and resurrection at the heart of love! 

 

I suppose the Transfiguration was the way for Jesus to reassure them and us that such awful 
sounding things actually fulfill his divinity. They are God’s love shining forth. How many of us 
have time to even think of such a miracle, such a transfiguration? 

 

Go and pray. 
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for March 13th through March 19th: 

               

Mon:      Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79: 8-9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38  

Tue:  Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 23:1-12  

Wed:    Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28  

Thur: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 

Fri:     Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46  

Sat: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  

Sun:   Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 5-8; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42     

     

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

3/19/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Melissa Brown 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout and Laura Mamot 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Altar Servers: Kateri Cardenas and Daniel Cardenas, III  

Parish Collection    
3/5                                                                                 $2035.52 

Upcoming Events:  

 

3/12:  Coffee and donuts  
          after 9am Mass             

                                                   Rel. Ed. Classes  

 

3/13:  Baptism Class 5:30  

 

          “Forgiven” 6:30-8:00pm           

                                              

3/14:  Catholicism DVD series 

 

3/17:  3:45pm Adoration 
          4:45pm Benediction 
          5:00pm Mass 

 

          Stations of the Cross 
          SJ -  After Comm. Svc. 
          SS - After 5pm Mass 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes in March contin-
ue on 3/13, and 3/20 from 5:30-6:30. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism and welcome those to watch the series 
with them. There are 4 classes left. 

 

This week: Word Made Flesh, True Bead of Heaven—
The Mystery of the Liturgy & the Eucharist. Clearly 
answering the question, “What is the Church?” Bishop 
Barron explores the notion that “all value is summed 
up in the liturgy, the supreme act by which we com-
mune with God.” Considered by the Catholic Faith to 
be “the source and summit” of its identity and mission, 
the Eucharist is the central practice of the Church’s 
culture.  

Congratulations to those who have recently 
received the Sacrament of Baptism:  

 

Eastyn Kateri Bowstring 
Precious Winter Rose Bowstring 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

3/11: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Father Dan Gannon, SJ       

 

3/12:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Gary L. Brown on his birthday        
 11am Mass St. Josephs   +Ann Foy 
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Mark Soldierwolf 
                  

3/14: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Matt Wingert            
                                

3/15: 5pm St. Stephens      William Boniface Brown on his birthday    
 5:15 St. Josephs    Communion Service          
          

3/16: 7:15am St. Stephens   Bess Shorma           
                               

3/17: 5pm St. Stephens     Jalene Hanway        
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Praise him now and always! 

“Forgiven” 
On Mondays during Lent there will be a study on the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, called “Forgiven”. The 
study will be from 6:30-8pm in the Rel. Ed room. 

Please consider joining us this Lent. If you have any 

questions you may call Fr. Andrew at the office. 

St. Joseph’s Table 
 

The Feast of St. Joseph is March 
19th. To honor the carpenter, bread 
and/or baked goods are prepared 
and donated to the needy. Much of 
the food includes breadcrumbs, rep-
resenting sawdust. Giving food to 
the needy is a St. Joseph's Day cus-
tom. On Sunday, March 19th, there 
will be tables set in the church for 
donations. If you or your family 
would like to participate in the St. 
Joseph’s table then please bring 
your bread or baked goods to the 
9am or 5pm Sunday Mass. All items 
will be distributed to the needy on 
Monday, March 20th. Thank you! 

A student from St. Margaret’s will 
be in Eagle Hall during coffee and 
donuts hour selling tickets. Please 
support the school if you are able-
you may win a car!! Thank you! 


