
Becoming Who We Are 

                                 

In the Gospels of the last four Sundays we have been following the story of Jesus’ early career. 
He went to be baptized. Then he moved from Galilee to Capernaum, when he heard that John 
the Baptist had been killed. He chose his apostles there (they somehow knew he was the one 
they wanted to go with). Last Sunday we heard part of his “inaugural address,” the beatitudes. 

 

Now, this Sunday, Jesus begins to instruct the disciples about how to be his followers. 

 

In our Gospel he says: be what you are. This is consoling advice. You get to be yourself! He 
gives images. If you are like salt, then don’t lose your flavor. If you are a lamp then don’t put a 
basket over yourself so no one can see your light. In sum, give taste and give light. 

 

But would the disciples have followed Jesus if they had known what it really meant to “be your-
self”? The First Reading says to share your bread with the hungry. Shelter the oppressed and 
the homeless. Clothe the naked. Do not turn away from your own. This is how you let your 
light shine in the darkness. This is how Jesus enlightened the world. He even went to death for 
it. 

 

So this is the meaning of “becoming yourself.” 

 

A big assignment. In our own day, “I just want to be me,” sounds selfish. “I get to do whatever 
I want whenever I want.” “Take care of number one.” “If it feels good, do it.” And so on. 

 

In the recent culture of the United States, one of the classic songs made popular by Frank Sina-
tra is “I Did It My Way,” co-written by Sinatra and Paul Anka. 
 

 I planned each charted course, 
 each careful step, along the byway, 
 and more, much more than this, 
 I did it my way. 

 

And so on. The main message is that “I” have succeeded in life because it is mine. No one 
dared to interfere with me. I did everything “my way.” 

 

There is a backdrop of fear in this, something about not being free to be myself, having to do 
everything according to someone else's design. 

 

The world and its population are very, very large and it is no surprise that mass production and 
mass advertising and mass purchasing give us the feeling that we are just cogs in a wheel: a giant, 
international, industrial wheel, worth very little in ourselves but contributing to the market as 
long as we do and buy what is dictated. So, “to do it my way” could be a statement about fac-
ing down the great machine and defying it outright. 

 

The scriptures assume the opposite. They suppose that every human being is created with a 
unrepeatable, deep, interior shape. Rather than having to fight to do my own will, I need to 
allow the Spirit of God to find a home within the space that is me. This Spirit does not invade 
me, it is the essence of loving, of respect, of forgiveness. It is God. You and I are built to be at 
one with this presence. Becoming myself means becoming what I was built to be: a home for the 
Spirit of Jesus and of God. 
 

God’s love becomes us. It will help us find ourselves as what we really are deep down: givers of 
food, helpers to the homeless, forgiving and loving members of society. 
 
 
 
 John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for February 6th through February 12th: 

               

Mon:      Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104: 1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 24, 35; Mk 6:53-56  

Tue:  Gn 1:20—2:4a; Ps 8:4-9; Mk 7:1-13  

Wed:    Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2, 27-30; Mk 7:14-23  

Thur: Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5; Mk 7:24-30 

Fri:     Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 7:31-37  

Sat: Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10  

Sun:   Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37   

       

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

2/12/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Marilu Duncan 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim and Theresa Cunningham 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer needed 
Altar Servers: Katerina Cardenas and Ernest Bearing  

Parish Collection    
1/29                                                                                 $1458.09 

Upcoming Events:  

 

2/5:    Coffee and donuts  
          after 9am Mass  
          Rel. Ed. Classes 

 

2/6:    Baptism Class  

 

2/7:    Catholicism 5:30-7pm  

 

 

2/10:  3:45pm Adoration 
          4:45pm Benediction 
          5:00pm Mass 

 

2/26:  Soup supper after the   
          5pm Mass. 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes in February will 
be on 2/6, 2/13, and 2/20 from 5:30-6:30. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism on Tuesday, January 24th from 5:30-
7:00pm in the religious ed. classroom. Catholicism is a 
groundbreaking documentary film series that was pre-
sented on PBS. The ten, 60-minute episodes take view-
ers around the world and deep into the Faith, spanning 
over 50 locations in 15 countries.  

 

The Confirmation class invites any interested parish-
ioner to attend this series. The series is 10 weeks and 
will conclude by Easter.  

 

This week’s DVD is The Ineffable Mystery of God - 
That Than Which Nothing Greater Can Be Thought. 
Bishop Barron considers St. Anselm’s description of 
God as “that than which nothing greater can be 
thought” and explains St. Thomas Aquinas’ arguments 
which support the claim that God truly exists. He also 
speaks about the nature of God, as well as the challeng-
ing question of evil and the existence of God. 

Free Cup of Coffee! 
Come enjoy a conversation 
with and a cup of freshly 

brewed coffee by Father 
Andrew absolutely free! 
Just stop by Jacob’s Well in 

Father Andrew’s office 
when he is in and let him 
brew you a fresh cup. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

2/4: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Missa Pro Populo     

 

2/5:  9am Mass St. Stephens   +Thurlo Jenkins, Sr.    
 11am Mass St. Josephs   Blaine Niedo for healing     
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory    
                  

2/7: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   +Joan Hedderman         
                             

2/8: 5pm St. Stephens    Poor souls in purgatory        
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service          
          

2/9: 7:15am St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory           
                               

2/10: 5pm St. Stephens     Intention of donor        
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

 

Praise him now and always! 

Parishioner Registration 
Last week we began parish 
registration. There are forms 
at the entrance of the church 
if you have not received one. 
Please fill out and either 
bring back to Mass next 
weekend and put it in the 
collection basket, mail it or 
drop it by the office.  

Ministry Volunteers Needed for 5pm Mass 
There will be a sign up sheet at the entrance of the church for ministers for the 5pm Sun-

day Mass. If you see the minister space empty, please consider serving that Sunday. If the 

space is still empty the celebrant will have to ask for volunteers during Mass. Thank you! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, 
marriage, special occasion or in memory 
of someone is a special gift. Cards availa-

ble at the office. Diocesan guideline is 
$10.00 for a Mass. 

Soup Supper 

 

Beginning on February 26th, there will be a soup 
supper after the 5pm Mass. Parishioners are asked, 
but not required, to bring a pot of soup or bread to 
share. If you have any questions or are wondering 
what kind of soup others are bringing or would 
like to help, then please call Val @ 240-1597. We 
will have these on the last Sunday of each month 
after the 5pm Mass. Please put this on your calen-
dar and join in the fellowship! 


