
First Things First 

           

Value most what is most valuable and you will find peace. 

 

The readings from this Sunday make that very point. They are cool and quietening, refreshing 
in times such as the present ones. Keep yourself calm every day, they say. 

 

But how can they offer calm to us when so many things are wrong? Jesus’ Gospel words about 
peace needs some explaining. 
 

First, he says, don’t get all upset about what you will eat or drink. Look at the birds of the air. 
They go where there is food and the Lord provides the kind they need. Jesus’ point: the heaven-
ly Father feeds you too, since you are more important than birds are. Get your values straight. 

 

Then, as to the clothes you put on, you are worth more than what you wear. Have you thought 
about this? Sometimes we get quite attached to how we are going to look to others. Or does 
shame enter in? I told a story several weeks ago about a wise man spooning food down his coat 
sleeve at a party. The host had demanded that the man put on good clothes, so it must have 
been the clothes that were invited to the party, not the guest! 

 

As we grow older, of course, our bodies need the help of garments!—but that is not the point. 
Jesus is looking to something much deeper, and the theme is, value what is most valuable. You 
are more than how you look. God is more valuable than you. Therefore, love each in propor-
tion to each other. 
 

And look at the flowers of the field, he says of their beauty. They do not work or spin, but they 
are more impressive than even King Solomon in all his glory. Go outside, observe the natural 
beauty you had forgotten all about. Here is what the poet says about an ivy field: “There she 
basks, Purple eyes and seas of liquid leaves all day.”* Seas of liquid leaves! Can we let ourselves 
catch this sight, observe the delicious kindness that God shows toward growing things? If we 
can, we will see Jesus’ point. God finds each of us more beautiful than even the life bursting 
forth outdoors. Won’t God provide for us at least as much as for these transitory delicacies?  

 

Maybe you are spending your life on what is of small value: what you will eat, what you will 
wear, how long you will live. These things do not last. They are too far down the scale of val-
ues. 

 

 Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,  
 and all these things will be given you besides.  
 Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.  
 Sufficient for a day is its own evil (Gospel). 

 

Set your values on what is most valuable and you will find peace. 

 

If you and I are at all alike, you too have an uninvited voice inside you that says, “Oh yeah? 
Well prove it. Prove that God is worth more than the treasures around me.” 

 

Ok, here is the proof, in God’s own words to each of us, from the First Reading: 
 Can a mother forget her infant,  
 be without tenderness for the child of her womb?  
 Even should she forget,  
 I will never forget you. 

 

God will never forget you. Can you let this love be the number one value in your life? 
 
 
John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for February 27th through March 5th:  

               

Mon:      Sir 17:20-24; Ps 32: 1-2, 5-7; Mk 10:17-27  

Tue:  Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23; Mk 10:28-31  

Wed:    J1 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6b, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18  

Thur: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 

Fri:     Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6a, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15  

Sat: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32  

Sun:   Gn 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11   

       

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

3/5/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Linda Bebout 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Valaira Cardenas 
Altar Servers: Katerina Cardenas and Ernest Bearing  

Parish Collection    
2/19                                                                                 $1842.70 

Upcoming Events:  

 

2/26:  Coffee and donuts  
          after 9am Mass             

                                                   Rel. Ed. Classes            

                                                   Soup Supper after 5pm  
          Mass 

 

2/28:  Catholicism DVD series 

 

3/1:    Ash Wednesday 
          5:30 Mass & Ashes - SJ 
          5:30 Mass & Ashes - SS 

 

3/3:    3:45pm Adoration 
          4:45pm Benediction 
          5:00pm Mass 

 

3/3:    Stations of the Cross 
          SJ -  After Comm. Svc. 
          SS - After 5pm Mass 

 

3/6:    Baptism Class 5:30  

 

          “Forgiven” 6:30-8:00pm 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes in March are on 
3/6, 3/13, and 3/20 from 5:30-6:30. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism and welcome those to watch the ser ies 
with them. There are 6 classes left. 

 

This week: The Indispensable Men - Peter, Paul and 
the Missionary Adventure. Bishop Barron calls Peter 
and Paul “two indispensable men, the ones without 
whom the Church never would have emerged and sur-
vived.” In telling each man’s story, Bishop Barron 
shows how the Holy Spirit worked through apostles 
and disciples to build the Church. 

Congratulations to Rowan Singing Cedar Yellowplume 
and Peyton Elizabeth Goggles who will receive the  

Sacrament of First Holy Communion this week.  

 

Congratulations to those who have recently received the 
Sacrament of Baptism:  

Cadence Marie Gonzales         Anthony Michael Enos, Jr. 
Evalina Skati Blackburn          Angeline Viola Blackburn 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

2/25: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Pete Nigra       

 

2/26:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Missa Pro Populo       
 11am Mass St. Josephs   +Tamara Timbana 
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   John and Gretchen Vincent   
                  

2/28: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Mike Osborne            
                             

3/1: 5:30pm St. Stephens   Bess Shorma           
 5:30pm St. Josephs   +Priscilla Kinner          
          

3/2: 7:15am St. Stephens   +Larry Wedel           
                               

3/3: 5pm St. Stephens     Matt Wingert        
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    
  

3/4: 9am St. Stephens    SathTa Prue          

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Praise him now and always! 

Parishioner Registration 
There are forms at the entrance 
of the church if you have not 
received one. Please fill out and 
either bring back to Mass next 
weekend and put it in the collec-
tion basket, mail it or drop it by 
the office.  

On Mondays during Lent there will be a study 

on the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The pro-
gram is called “Forgiven”. The study will be 
from 6:30-8pm in the Religious Ed room. Please 

consider joining us this Lent. If you have any 
questions you may call Fr. Andrew at the office.  

Soup Supper Today after 5pm Mass 

 

There will be a soup supper after the 5pm Mass 
today. Parishioners are asked, but not required, 
to bring a pot of soup or bread to share. We will 
have these on the last Sunday of each month 
after the 5pm Mass. Please put these dates on 
your calendar and join in the fellowship! 

Ash Wednesday 

 

You may stop by the parish office at any time on Ash Wednesday to receive ashes.  

 

              Ash Wednesday 

           March 1st! 


