
The Human Heart 
             

The human heart has its own commandments. 

 

In the First Reading, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” and, “Be holy, for I, the Lord, 
your God, am holy.” 

 

Agreed, but what does God’s holiness look like? 

 

The Responsorial Psalm puts it this way: 
 

 The Lord is kind and merciful. He pardons all your iniquities, 
 heals all your ills. He redeems your life from  
 destruction, crowns you with kindness and compassion. 

 

A most comforting portrayal of God. We too can love this way, if we work hard enough.  

 

Can’t we? 

 

In the Gospel, Jesus gives his own guidelines. He quotes the old laws, as he did last week, and 
then he opens them up, giving us a view of their insides. 

 

• Old rule: “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” New rule: offer no resistance to one 
who is evil. … If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, hand over your cloak as 
well. … Do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow.” 

 

Difficult, difficult. When I lived in California, some beggars admitted frankly that they had a 
quota to make before they could go home. And sometimes a large, expensive car would come 
pick them up at five or six pm! Surely this was a conspiracy. Should I have pealed off my coat 
to give to a syndicate? 

 

Maybe so. They were actually poor. I should not turn my back on the poor, should I? I had to 
crown them with kindness and compassion. Yet wouldn’t I be a patsy if I did? 

 

Help! 

 

• Old rule: “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” New rule: “Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you.” The heavenly Father loves and rewards both the bad 
and the good, the just and the unjust. “Be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  

 

Really, isn’t that simply absurd? We are tiny ants compared to God, crawlers on boulders that 
flew loose in the big bang. How are we supposed to be as perfect as God? Jesus had better give 
us some very deep, compensating insights about the human heart and the laws that govern it! 
And so he does. In the Second Reading he says, “You are the temple of God, and the Spirit of 
God dwells in you.” My interpretation: God builds the human heart with a hole in it, an open-
ness that can let others in if we don’t block them out with selfishness. Especially when we let 
ourselves get used to it. We can even let God’s own self in! He will stretch our arms out to 
others so that we will truly give to them out of love. 

 

Alright, then should I give to a “beggar,” employed by a syndicate? Probably not. It is not for 
his good. Should a wife stay at home where her husband beats her up at regular intervals? No is 
the answer, because this is not a “giving, out of love,” it is trying to cuddle a rabid dog. A judg-
ment has to be made in each case, but in general if the care is ethically and/or physically harm-
ful to the giver or the receiver, it does not flow from God. 

 

Real love is what we are after, the kind Jesus describes and which God pulls us toward. 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for February 20th through February 26th: 

               

Mon:      Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93: 1-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29  

Tue:  Sir 2:-1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mk 9:30-37  

Wed:    1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19  

Thur: Sir 5:1-8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mk 9:41-50 

Fri:     Sir 6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34-35; Mk 10:1-12  

Sat: Sir 17:1-15; Ps 103:13-18; Mk 10:13-16  

Sun:   Is 49:14-15; Ps 62:2-3, 6-9; 1 Cor 4:1-5; Mt 6:24-34     

     

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

2/26/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Jim Cunningham 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Altar Servers: Kateri Cardenas and Daniel Cardenas, III  

Parish Collection    
2/12                                                                                 $1360.57 

Upcoming Events:  

 

2/19:  Coffee and donuts  
          after 9am Mass  
          Rel. Ed. Classes 

 

2/20:  Baptism Class  

 

2/21:  Catholicism DVD series 
 

 

2/24:  3:45pm Adoration 
          4:45pm Benediction 
          5:00pm Mass 

 

2/26:  Soup supper after the   
          5pm Mass  

 

3/1:    Ash Wednesday 
          5:30 Mass & Ashes - SJ 
          5:30 Mass & Ashes - SS 

 

3/3:    Stations of the Cross 
          SJ -  After Comm. Svc. 
          SS - After 5pm Mass 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes in February con-
tinue on 2/20 from 5:30-6:30. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism and welcome those to watch the ser ies 
with them. There are 7 classes left and the series con-
cludes by Easter. 

 

This week’s DVD is Our Tainted Nature’s Solitary 
Boast - Mary the Mother of God. This lesson correlates 
the Catholic Faith’s testimony to the revelation of God 
in Christ with the vivid practices of reverence offered 
to his Mother. Mary is explained as “an on-going pres-
ence, an actor in the life of the Church.” 

Free Cup of Coffee! 
Come enjoy a conversation with and a cup of 
freshly brewed coffee by Father Andrew absolute-

ly free! Just stop by Jacob’s Well in Father An-
drew’s office when he is in and let him brew you 
a fresh cup. 

Ash Wednesday 

If you would like to stop by 
the Parish Office on March 
1st, ashes will be available. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

2/18: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Ann & Fritz Rehbein on their anniversary     

 

2/19:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Elma Brown for her birthday    
 11am Mass St. Josephs   Missa Pro Populo  
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   John & Gretchen Vincent    
                  

2/21: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Dan Hawkins            
                             

2/22: 5pm St. Stephens    Communion Service        
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service          
          

2/23: 7:15am St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory           
                               

2/24: 5pm St. Stephens     +Reuben St. Clair        
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

 

Praise him now and always! 

Parishioner Registration 
We began parish registration. 
There are forms at the en-
trance of the church if you 
have not received one. 
Please fill out and either 
bring back to Mass next 
weekend and put it in the 
collection basket, mail it or 
drop it by the office.  

Ministry Volunteers Needed for 5pm Mass 
There will be a sign up sheet at the entrance of the church for ministers for the 5pm Sun-

day Mass. If you see the minister space empty, please consider serving that Sunday. If the 

space is still empty the celebrant will have to ask for volunteers during Mass. Thank you! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, 
marriage, special occasion or in memory 
of someone is a special gift. Cards availa-

ble at the office. Diocesan guideline is 
$10.00 for a Mass. 

Soup Supper Next Sunday 
There will be a soup supper after the 5pm Mass 
next Sunday. Parishioners are asked, but not re-
quired, to bring a pot of soup or bread to share. If 
you have any questions or are wondering what 
kind of soup others are bringing or would like to 
help, then please call Val @ 240-1597. We will 
have these on the last Sunday of each month after 
the 5pm Mass. Please put these dates on your cal-
endar and join in the fellowship! 


