
Raqa 

                                 

It takes a while to grow up. 

 

For instance, when I was a boy and my brother was four years older (he remains such, of 
course), we heard a reading at Mass that included the word raqa. The reading told us one must 
not say this word to his brother, since it meant “Thou fool.” Obviously the minute we left 
church we began to say, with impunity and humor, raqa, raqa, raqa to each other, since we were 
brothers in the strict sense of the word. The unusual word raqa is used in today’s Gospel (or at 
least in the “long version”). 

 

Jesus does not use it lightly. The years have helped me see that. 

 

Obviously, human beings do grow up and a progression takes place. A progression, I mean, 
from the uncomplicated, grinning approach to the commandments, into a place from which we 
can truly understand why to not call anyone fool. 

 

That progression is one way of looking at the readings for this Sunday. 
In the First Reading, the writer speaks in very plain terms, as a father might speak to a son or 
daughter. 
   “If you choose you can keep the commandments, 
   they will save you. If you trust in God, you too shall live.” 
These are ancient words, echoing one of the first books of the Jewish testament: 
   “I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. 
 Choose life,  
 that you and your descendants may live, 
 by loving the Lord, your God, heeding his voice, 
 and holding fast to him” (Deut 30:19-20). 

 

We boys would have understood. We would have recognized “life and death, good and evil.” 
God would show how uncomplicated it is, how un-mysterious and how far from remote for 
anyone to understand. 

 

Then Jesus came along. He gave nuance and fullness to these laws. Paul says that they became 
“a wisdom to those who are mature … , God’s wisdom, mysterious, hidden, which God prede-
termined before the ages. … ” (Second Reading). 
So, one by one, Jesus takes various laws, in all their externality, and draws out their inner roots. 
• Do not kill. The inner root of that law is, do not take an angry action against your brother or 
sister. Not even the word raqa may be spoken. 
• You shall not commit adultery. The inside of that law is: be pure enough to not even look 
lustfully at another woman or man. 
• And, divorce. The interior law is, stay faithful and loving within your marriage relationship, 
not just don’t divorce. 
• Finally, the matter of oaths. Today people do use oaths such as “ … in the name of God 
… ,” or “OMG,” (which stands for O, My GOD!), or, e.g., “By God, I will never let you … ”  

 

You hear such slang everywhere, movies, television, high schools, grade schools, casual street-
talk. Jesus diagnoses these usages simply: you are trying to make up for your weakness by imply-
ing that you are bigger than God. I have a better way, he tells them. Just say yes or no, and mean 
it. Be real. 

 

Jesus offers us the Spirit, and St. Paul tells us that the Spirit “scrutinizes everything, even the 
depths of God”! 

 

Watch Jesus as you progress through life. The inside of the law is written in his heart. As you 
and I grow up, let it be written in ours too.    John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for February 13th through February 19th: 

               

Mon:      Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50: 1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21; Mk 8:11-13  

Tue:  Gn 6:5-8, 7:1-5, 10; Ps 129:1a, 2, 3ac-4; Mk 8:14-21  

Wed:    Gn 8:6-13, 20-22; Ps 166:12-15, 18-19; Mk 8:22-26  

Thur: Gn 9:1-13; Ps 102:16-18, 19-23, 29; Mk 8:27-33 

Fri:     Gn 11:1-9; Ps 33:10-15; Mk 8:34-9:1  

Sat: Heb 11:1-7; Ps 145:2-5, 10-11; Mk 9:2-13  

Sun:   Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13; 1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48   

       

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

2/19/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Penny Robertson 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan and Tom Kasper 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Valaira Cardenas 
Altar Servers: Katsina Cardenas and Gabrielle Whiteman  

Parish Collection    
2/5                                                                                 $1687.77 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Mondays at 6pm 

Upcoming Events:  

 

2/12:  Coffee and donuts  
          after 9am Mass  
          Rel. Ed. Classes 

 

2/13:  Baptism Class  
 
 

2/17:  3:45pm Adoration 
          4:45pm Benediction 
          5:00pm Mass 

 

2/18:  NO Youth Saturday 

 

2/26:  Soup supper after the   
          5pm Mass  

 

3/1:    Ash Wednesday 
          5:30 Mass & Ashes - SJ 
          5:30 Mass & Ashes - SS 

 

3/3:    Stations of the Cross 
          SJ - After Comm. Svc. 
          SS - After 5pm Mass 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes in February con-
tinue on 2/13 & 2/20 from 5:30-6:30. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Free Cup of Coffee! 
Come enjoy a conversation with and a cup of 
freshly brewed coffee by Father Andrew absolute-

ly free! Just stop by Jacob’s Well in Father An-
drew’s office when he is in and let him brew you 
a fresh cup. 

Youth Saturday 

Dcn. Bryce will be on retreat 
with the youth so there will be 
no  youth Mass/games on 2/18. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

2/11: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Austin Ferguson on his birthday     

 

2/12:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Missa Pro Populo    
 11am Mass St. Josephs   Sister Francis Xavier Mission Circle Members  
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory    
                  

2/14: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   SSIM Staff birthdays         
                             

2/15: 5pm St. Stephens    Poor souls in purgatory        
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service          
          

2/16: 7:15am St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory           
                               

2/17: 5pm St. Stephens     Intention of donor        
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

 

Praise him now and always! 

Parishioner Registration 
We began parish registration. 
There are forms at the en-
trance of the church if you 
have not received one. 
Please fill out and either 
bring back to Mass next 
weekend and put it in the 
collection basket, mail it or 
drop it by the office.  

Ministry Volunteers Needed for 5pm Mass 
There will be a sign up sheet at the entrance of the church for ministers for the 5pm Sun-

day Mass. If you see the minister space empty, please consider serving that Sunday. If the 

space is still empty the celebrant will have to ask for volunteers during Mass. Thank you! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, 
marriage, special occasion or in memory 
of someone is a special gift. Cards availa-

ble at the office. Diocesan guideline is 
$10.00 for a Mass. 

Soup Supper 

 

Beginning on February 26th, there will be a soup 
supper after the 5pm Mass. Parishioners are asked, 
but not required, to bring a pot of soup or bread to 
share. If you have any questions or are wondering 
what kind of soup others are bringing or would 
like to help, then please call Val @ 240-1597. We 
will have these on the last Sunday of each month 
after the 5pm Mass. Please put this on your calen-
dar and join in the fellowship! 


