
Light To The Nations 

                                 

This Sunday we will hear that it is Christ alone who is light to all peoples, to all the world 
(First Reading). Jesus’ preaching, his life, his death and resurrection, these became a revelation 
of God to every single person, no exceptions. 
 
But how can this be? What if God is present in other world religions? How can Jesus and 
Christianity be the light of the world if other religions reach God also? Is there not a contradic-
tion here? 
 
Whatever else the bombing of New York’s “World Trade Towers” did, it alerted many people 
in the United States to the existence of Islam. Tragically, it was the few extremists that brought 
this awareness, but they have very little to do with real Islam. Muslims are not some small sect 
of people far away with strange and negligible beliefs. They are a great people, who worship the 
same God we do. Their ideal is, like ours, love. They are an integral part of this country. 
 
But, as some Christians have done sometimes in the past, Muslims have terrible fanatics among 
them who would kill to achieve domination. Like the IRA in Northern Ireland, these form a 
very small part of a religion that pledges eternal fidelity to the one God. The Spirit of God is 
present in Muslims and Jews as well as in Christians. As St. Paul will put it this Sunday, “in 
every nation, whoever fears God and acts uprightly is acceptable to him”! 
 
The question of which religion gets to have “the” right to God reminds me of children asking 
their parents which child they love most. “If you love her more than me,” one will say, “then 
you don’t love me at all.” Now, now, children, we love each one of you in a special way, a way 
that is perfect just for you. 
 
So, in the first place, let us not ask a definitive answer about “the only” true religion, thus mak-
ing all the others false. There is not really a competition. The religions are different approaches 
to God, and each reveals a special aspect of who God is. Jealousy and hatred of one another is 
an exact equivalent to dysfunctional families where each person has to fight to be recognized at 
all. Think of a world in which God loved only Christians and left all the others out in the cold. 
 
A much better way is to look at how each religion and belief helps the others. 
 
At root, Christianity gives a special revelation to the world: Jesus' suffering shows forth love in 
a way that is crystal clear, revealing what the others always need to hear. God enters the under-
side of human life, something we might never have known. He does not hesitate to suffer as we 
do, even to suffer at the hands of sin, disgrace and death. He became a light to all nations—not 
a light instead of other lights, not the light that puts out all others, but that most rare and 
poignant beam of all. His glow gives fiber and strength and depth to each and every other light 
that shines. 
 
So which religion is first? Catholic Christians would do well to seek last place and try to be 
servant of all. Especially if we would like to know why, on Epiphany, a tiny baby is light to all 
nations. 
 
 John Foley, SJ 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 8, 2017 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for January 9th through January 15th: 

               

Mon:      Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17  

Tue:  Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Mk 1:21-28  

Wed:    Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39  

Thur: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-11; Mk 1:40-45 

Fri:     Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6-8; Mk 2:1-12  

Sat: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17  

Sun:   Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34     

     

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

1/15/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Linda Bebout 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim and Theresa Cunningham 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer needed 
Altar Servers:  Kateri Cardenas and Daniel Cardenas, III  

Parish Collection    
1/1                                                                                 $2071.27 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 

1/8:   Coffee and donuts  
         after 9am Mass 

 

1/13: 3:45pm Adoration 
         4:45pm Benediction 
         5:00pm Mass  

 

1/22: Classes resume (2-6) 

 

1/25: Finance Council Mtg.  

 

1/29: All classes resume! 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes in January are 
1/9, 1/16, and 1/23. Classes for 2nd through 6th 
grade resume on 1/22 and ALL classes resume on 
1/29. 
 
If you have questions regarding baptism or reli-
gious education classes, please call the religious 
education office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

Classes are after the 9am Mass. 

Christ is 

born!  

                      

Let us 

adore 

him. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

1/7: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Kay & David Ferris on their 50th Anniversary  

 

1/8:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Intention of donor    
 11am Mass St. Josephs   George and Mary Joseph          
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Missa Pro Populo           
       

1/10: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Carol King            
                           

1/11: 5pm St. Stephens    +Ruby Irene Warren     
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service          
          

1/12: 7:15am St. Stephens   Sheldon Minnich        
                               

1/13: 5pm St. Stephens    Mrs. Patty Bettendorf      
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    
  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 Having Mass offered for an anni-
versary, marriage, special occa-
sion or in memory of someone is 
a special gift. Cards available at 
the office. Diocesan guideline is 

$10.00 for a Mass. 

FORMED 

Our parishioners have un-
limited access to eBooks, 
talks and videos in the 
Church today! Visit 
formed.org and use our par-
ish code 6Y749F! 

Ministry Volunteers Needed for 5pm Mass 

There will be a sign up sheet at the entrance of 

the church for ministers for the 5pm Sunday 

Mass. If you see the minister space empty, 

please consider serving that Sunday. If the 

space is still empty the celebrant will ask for 

volunteers during Mass. Thank you! 

Winter Wear Giveaway 
Catholic Charities has made sure the parishioners of 
SSIM received some winter wear this year. There was 
a donation of coats, socks and caps along with a gen-
erous donation of scarves and mittens from St. Bar-
bara’s in Powell. They will be on a first come, first serve 
basis during coffee and donuts after Mass. There is 
also some donated game meat for any parishioner in 
need. Please remember the donors in your prayers. 


