
Blessed Are You, If... 

                                 

In this week’s Gospel Jesus tells the Beatitudes to us. We admire especially the blessings for 
those who are helpers of others: peacemakers, mercy givers, seekers of fairness. We recall, for 
instance, Mother Teresa. 

 

But then we notice the poor, and it is hard to see why they rate so highly. Do you know? And 
those who grieve? How about the ones that people insult and persecute and accuse falsely? 
Should these folks count themselves happy and blest? It can seem that Jesus’ heart is reserved 
especially for those who are troubled. 

 

Those who grieve, who are meek, who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness, who are insult-
ed, persecuted and accused, and, again, those who are poor (Gospel). 

 

The world and its leaders might have compiled a different list. Blest are you if you are rich. If 
you have never been forced to grieve for loved ones. Blest are you if you are adequate and free 
of enemies and well spoken of at all times. “The good life” is what everybody wants for them-
selves and their friends, isn’t it? 

 

But then why did our savior, go in the opposite direction? All the way to the cross. 

 

Could it be because riches and honor can be lures that lead us far from God and Jesus—and 
from our real selves? Try this: 

 

*Riches tempt us to let our possessions substitute for who we really are. 
*Honor tempts us to take things easy. To bask in human respect, to never ask who God created 
when he made the person I am, out of nothing. 

 

To put it simply, reputation and possessions can become a false identity. They are “out there” 
instead of “in here.” Within each of us, “in here,” is the gift of the unique, irreplaceable person 
that we are. Sometimes a quiet voice from within gasps out the words, “I am your real self but 
you have covered me over with tributes and belongings and popularity and success. You are 
smothering me. Help!” 

 

So do we continue acquiring? Soon we may be told to let go of our first-world achievements, as 
Jesus was. 

 

I love the ancient story about the wise man who was ejected from a dinner party because he was 
dressed in rags and tatters. He left, and returned in sumptuous, silken garments, borrowed but 
just right for the gathering. Of course he was well received. Then after a while someone noticed 
him sitting on the floor behind a potted tree, spooning food down the sleeve of his garment. 
The host came over, furious. “What in the world are you doing?”  

 

  “Well,” said the wise man, “obviously it is not me who was invited to the party but my 
clothes. I am letting them enjoy the dinner.” 

 

God loves the “real self” within each of us instead of the clothes we wear or the esteem we 
achieve. God calls us to be persons who are loved and who love in return. The erratic things—
what we own, what honors we receive, how filled with pride we are—these just get in the way.  

 

Sometimes tragically. 

 

So, maybe every one of the beatitudes makes deep sense. Go where God’s love is quietly present. 
Become a home for the people of this earth, helping them receive their blessing. And receiving 
our own as well. 

 

Be disadvantaged and then count your blessings. 
 
 
 
 John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for January 30th through February 5th: 

               

Mon:      Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31: 20-24; Mk 5:1-20  

Tue:  Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26-28, 30-32; Mk 5:21-43  

Wed:    Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a; Mk 6:1-6  

Thur: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 

Fri:     Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8-9; Mk 6:14-29  

Sat: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-6; Mk 6:30-34  

Sun:   Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16     

     

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

2/5/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Melissa Brown 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout and Laura Mamot 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer needed 
Altar Servers:  Kateri Cardenas and Daniel Cardenas, III  

Parish Collection    
1/22                                                                                 $1066.44 

Upcoming Events:  

 

1/29:   Coffee and donuts  
           after 9am Mass  
           Classes resume for all   
           students!  

 

1/31:   Catholicism 5:30  

 
 

2/3:     3:45pm Adoration 
           4:45pm Benediction 
           5:00pm Mass 
 

 

2/3:     Feast of St. Blaise: 
           Blessing of throats after  
           the 5pm Mass. 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes in February will 
be in the bulletin on Sunday 2/5.  
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism on Tuesday, January 24th from 5:30-
7:00pm in the religious ed. classroom. Catholicism is a 
groundbreaking documentary film series that was pre-
sented on PBS. The ten, 60-minute episodes take view-
ers around the world and deep into the Faith, spanning 
over 50 locations in 15 countries.  

 

The Confirmation class invites any interested parish-
ioner to attend this series. The series is 10 weeks and 
will conclude by Easter. Space is limited to 15 partici-
pants, so first come, first served. There is more infor-
mation posted at the entrance of each church. 

 

This week’s DVD is Happy Are We - The Teachings 
of Jesus. The revelation of Jesus as God is accompa-
nied by a stunning invitation to a unique way of life, 
explained in the teachings of Jesus. To every genera-
tion, the words of Jesus have proven fascinating, some-
times confounding, deeply transformative, and always 
unforgettable. 

Free Cup of Coffee! 
Come enjoy a conversation 
with and a cup of freshly 

brewed coffee by Father 
Andrew absolutely free! 
Just stop by Jacob’s Well in 

Fathers Andrew’s office 
when he is in and let him 
brew you a fresh cup. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

1/28: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Intention of donor     

 

1/29:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Missa Pro Populo    
 11am Mass St. Josephs   Sheldon Minnich     
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory    
                  

1/31: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   +Jim and +Joan Hedderman      
                                

2/1: 5pm St. Stephens    +Fr. Bill Espenshade        
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service          
          

2/2: 7:15am St. Stephens   +William Spoonhunter           
                               

2/3: 5pm St. Stephens     +Pete and +Patsy Ballou         
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    
  

2/4: 9am St. Stephens    +Jim and +Joan Hedderman    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

 

Praise him now and always! 

Parishioner Registration 
This week we will begin our parishioner registration process with the enclosed insert. 
Please fill out and either bring back to Mass next weekend and put it in the collection 
basket, mail it or drop it by the office. As a registered member, the church can better as-
sist you and your family in matters regarding: sacramental record keeping, wedding prep-
aration, completion of sacraments needed, funeral arrangements, sick calls, homebound 
or hospital outreach opportunities, taxable donation relief etc… Thank you for your help! 

FORMED 

Our parishioners have unlim-
ited access to eBooks, talks 
and videos in the Church to-
day! Visit formed.org and use 
our parish code 6Y749F! 

Ministry Volunteers Needed for 5pm Mass 
There will be a sign up sheet at the entrance of the 

church for ministers for the 5pm Sunday Mass. If you 

see the minister space empty, please consider serving 

that Sunday. If the space is still empty the celebrant will 

have to ask for volunteers during Mass. Thank you! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, 
marriage, special occasion or in memory 
of someone is a special gift. Cards availa-

ble at the office. Diocesan guideline is 
$10.00 for a Mass. 


