
Behold the Lamb of God 

                                 

Why does a single candle in a window have such great charm for us?  

 

Picture it in your mind and then compare it to a room with forceful florescent lights giving 
every nook and cranny equal light, lots of it, no shades of grey, and the wrinkles and imperfec-
tions of a human face wanting to run and hide because all their mess is made very obvious.  

 

Whew. 
 

Now think of a room lit by candles. Somehow the better parts of each face are brought out.  

 

The flaws are left kindly in the background. Such lighting pardons our imperfections and gives 
us a holy glow. 

 

Well, Jesus is that kindly light. Not a powerful searchlight from which no flawed, scrabbling 
thing can escape. A simple person, a forgiver of souls and a quiet observer of human faces. 

 

But wait. Isn’t Jesus a brilliant light? A relief from the gloom that we all walk in? 

 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom 
a light has shone. (First Reading) 

 

The great light, the Savior, the light of lights, the Messiah. 

 

Yes, but the Gospel shows us a man walking simply along the Sea of Galilee like an ordinary 
person. Strolling. In other words, a humble man, a small beam of light, dim like the rest of us. 
How is he a “great light”? 

 

Maybe he is a lively person, one that people are attracted to. Maybe he is a hero that you and I 
would automatically want to follow. Two sets of brothers do drop everything and follow 
him—the sons of Zebedee, or “sons of thunder,” as Jesus will call them later. They are not 
fools. They would not just follow anyone. Jesus must have been a very appealing person. 

 

Did these brothers see him as a “great light”? Did they believe that grave darkness would be 
dispelled by him? Common sense has to say no. He was only a quiet glow, the candle in the 
window. The only thing the brothers knew was that they wanted to be with him. 

 

The good thing they could see at this point was that Jesus’ light was not florescent, spotlighting 
every craggy cranny of people’s lives. That his armies did not savage all in their path? Not a 
huge bolt of lightning, but, impossibly, a candle flame, a quiet flicker, one that hurricane winds 
tried and tried to put out, but could not. Maybe Christ’s light was great, yes, but in a new way, 
one that looked quite ordinary and diffused. 
 

Pope Benedict XVI put it like this: 

 

God’s sign is simplicity. God’s sign is the baby. God’s sign is that he makes himself small for us. 
This is how he reigns. He does not come with power and outward splendor. He comes as a 
baby—defenseless and in need of our help. He does not want to overwhelm us with his 
strength. He takes away our fear of his greatness. He asks for our love: so he makes himself a 
child. 
 

Child? Yes. Somehow the greater that greatness becomes, the smaller it seems to our earthly 
eyes. The true nature of Goodness is revealed in the divine/human man named Jesus. 
Come let us adore.  
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for January 23rd through January 29th: 

               

Mon:      Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1-6; Mk 2:22-30  

Tue:  Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2, 4ab, 7-8a, 10-11; Mk 3:31-35  

Wed:    Acts 22:3-16; Ps 117:1-2; Mk 16:15-18  

Thur: 2 Tm 1:1-8; Ps 96:1-3, 7-8, 10; Mk 4:21-25 

Fri:     Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40; Mk 4:26-34  

Sat: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; (Ps) Lk 1:69-75; Mk 4:35-41  

Sun:   Zep 2:3, 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-10; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a    

      

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

1/29/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Anna Wolfe 
Extraordinary Ministers: Karen Brown and Melissa Brown 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Valaira Cardenas 
Altar Servers:  Katsina Cardenas and Gabrielle Whiteman  

Parish Collection    
1/15                                                                                 $1885.50 

Upcoming Events:  

 

1/22:   Coffee and donuts  
           after 9am Mass  

 

1/22:   Classes resume (2-6) 

 

1/24:   Catholicism 5:30  

 

1/25:   Finance Council Mtg.  

 

1/27:   3:45pm Adoration 
           4:45pm Benediction 
           5:00pm Mass 
 

1/29:  All classes resume! 

 

2/3:    Feast of St. Blaise: 
          Blessing of throats 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Classes in January continue on 
1/23.  

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class will begin the DVD se-
ries Catholicism this Tuesday, January 24th from 5:30-
7:00pm in the religious ed. classroom. Catholicism is a 
groundbreaking documentary film series that was pre-
sented on PBS. The ten, 60-minute episodes take view-
ers around the world and deep into the Faith, spanning 
over 50 locations in 15 countries.  

 

The Confirmation class invites any interested parish-
ioner to attend this series. The series is 10 weeks and 
will conclude by Easter. Space is limited to 15 partici-
pants, so first come, first served. There is more infor-
mation posted at the entrance of each church. 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

 

Praise him now and always! 

Free Cup of Coffee! 
Come enjoy a conversation 
with and a cup of freshly 

brewed coffee by Father 
Andrew absolutely free! 
Just stop by Jacob’s Well in 

Fathers Andrew’s office 
when he is in and let him 
brew you a fresh cup. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

1/21: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Missa Pro Populo   

 

1/22:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory    
 11am Mass St. Josephs   LaRae & Martin Berning for healing      
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Jeff Shoultz              
    

1/24: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Mr. Edward Gaw, Jr.         
                                

1/25: 5pm St. Stephens    +Maria Elena Hoeck        
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service          
          

1/26: 7:15am St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory           
                               

1/27: 5pm St. Stephens     Intention of donor         
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    
  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 Next week we will begin our parishioner registration process. As a registered member, the church 
can better assist you and your family in matters regarding: sacramental record keeping, wedding 
preparation, completion of sacraments needed, funeral arrangements, sick calls, homebound or 
hospital outreach opportunities, taxable donation relief etc… Thank you for your help with this! 

FORMED 

Our parishioners have unlim-
ited access to eBooks, talks 
and videos in the Church to-
day! Visit formed.org and use 
our parish code 6Y749F! 

Ministry Volunteers Needed for 5pm Mass 
There will be a sign up sheet at the entrance of the 

church for ministers for the 5pm Sunday Mass. If you 

see the minister space empty, please consider serving 

that Sunday. If the space is still empty the celebrant will 

have to ask for volunteers during Mass. Thank you! 

Winter Wear Giveaway 
Catholic Charities has made sure the parishioners of SSIM received some win-
ter wear this year. There was a donation of coats, socks and caps along with a 
generous donation of scarves and mittens from St. Barbara’s in Powell. They 
will be on a first come, first serve basis after Mass. There is also some donated 
game meat for any parishioner in need. Please remember the donors in your 
prayers. Thank you! 


