
Behold the Lamb of God 

                                 

Among Ignatius of Loyola’s prayer methods for a retreat there is a device called “repetition.” If 
a praying session went particularly well, or sometimes if it went badly, Ignatius would instruct 
the retreatant to repeat the exact same topic for their next session. 
 

  “Oh no, not again,” I would groan when so instructed. This was the method I disliked most 
when I first made the Spiritual Exercises. Only later did I begin to understand something of 
what repetition was about. 
 

I will attempt to give you a taste of that understanding here. It was not that I should try to 
experience again the same feelings that I had the first time. Not even that I should try to meet 
God in the same manner that I did before. Nor to rake my brains more vigorously so I could 
overwhelm it with brain-power. 
 

Repetition meant that I should go to the same shady spot in the forest, the place where God 
and I visited each other last time. I go to that area again to see if it is the site where we will meet 
again. And even if we do not, I might still remember what happened last time, like Mary 
“pondering these things in her heart” (Lk 2:19), and this might Give God a way to find me. 
 

I mention this because on Sunday the Church prescribes what is, in effect, a repetition of last 
week’s Baptism of the Lord. Maybe there was some kind of mistake in the ordering of the read-
ings? 

 

Or what if this repetition has a purpose. Let’s use a sort of Ignatian method to sort it out. 
First, what do you notice in the Gospel reading? Pause here if you want to go through that 
reading again and get your own ideas. Personally I am struck by the words the Baptist spoke 
when Jesus approached: “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.” 

 

We hear this phrase at every Mass (“This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the 
world”) but you and I probably have not thought much about it. Yet it is a mysterious idea, 
especially if you listen. It is actually quite rich. 
 

In the Jewish temple lambs had their lives taken as “sacrifices.” Perhaps it was thought that 
their innocence could go up to God’s pure heaven by this means—making a bridge between 
God and the people. 
 

Jesus allowed himself be sacrificed on behalf of his people. He was already at one with God, as 
we know, but he was also a (sinless) member of a sinful people. So he carried the plague of their 
sins before God’s bosom. Insofar as the people allowed it, they were forgiven. 
 

Can you picture a simple little lamb munching grass in a pasture? Spend time with it. Then see 
Jesus willing to love us with the same simplicity, unto death, so that he could be our bridge. 
And that is a repetition. Finding God in a different way in the same place. 

 

If you want to go further, consider this: a scholar named Joachim Jeremias held that the original 
word for “lamb” in Aramaic (the language Jesus spoke) was “talyã’,” which meant not only 
“lamb” but also “slave” or “servant.” Maybe the Baptist intended both meanings! 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for January 16th through January 22nd: 

               

Mon:      Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22  

Tue:  Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c; Mk 2:23-28  

Wed:    Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6  

Thur: Heb 7:25-8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 

Fri:     Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13-19  

Sat: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Mk 3:20-21  

Sun:   Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23    

      

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

1/22/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Judy Cole 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan and Tom Kasper 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer needed 
Altar Servers:  Katerina Cardenas and Ernest Bearing  

Parish Collection    
1/8                                                                                 $953.00 

Upcoming Events:  

 

1/15:   Coffee and donuts  
           after 9am Mass  

 

1/20:   3:45pm Adoration 
           4:45pm Benediction 
           5:00pm Mass  

 

1/21:   Youth Saturday! 

 

1/22:  Classes resume (2-6) 

 

1/25:  Finance Council Mtg.  

 

1/29:  All classes resume! 

 

2/3:    Feast of St. Blaise: 
          Blessing of throats 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes in January con-
tinue on 1/16, and 1/23.  

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or reli-
gious education classes, please call the religious 
education office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Praise him now and always! 

     Free Cup of Coffee! 
   Come enjoy a conversation with and a cup of 

   freshly brewed coffee by Father Andrew abso-

   lutely free! Just stop by Jacob’s Well in Fathers 

   Andrew’s office when he is in and let him brew 

   you a fresh cup. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

1/14: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Martin Young   

 

1/15:  9am Mass St. Stephens   Intention of donor    
 11am Mass St. Josephs   +Geraldine Trumbull          
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Missa Pro Populo           
       

1/17: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Mr. Sid Howard          
                                

1/18: 5pm St. Stephens    Fara LittleThunder        
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service          
          

1/19: 7:15am St. Stephens   No Mass today!           
                               

1/20: 5pm St. Stephens    Mrs. Dolores Murphy      
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    
  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

FORMED 

Our parishioners have un-
limited access to eBooks, 
talks and videos in the 
Church today! Visit 
formed.org and use our par-
ish code 6Y749F! 

Ministry Volunteers Needed for 5pm Mass 

There will be a sign up sheet at the entrance of 

the church for ministers for the 5pm Sunday 

Mass. If you see the minister space empty, 

please consider serving that Sunday. If the 

space is still empty the celebrant will have to 

ask for volunteers during Mass. Thank you! 

Winter Wear Giveaway 
Catholic Charities has made sure the parishioners of 
SSIM received some winter wear this year. There was 
a donation of coats, socks and caps along with a gen-
erous donation of scarves and mittens from St. Bar-
bara’s in Powell. They will be on a first come, first serve 
basis during coffee and donuts after Mass. There is 
also some donated game meat for any parishioner in 
need. Please remember the donors in your prayers. 

 January Institute 

 

Father Jim, Father Andrew 
and Deacon Bryce will be in 
Casper attending the Dioce-
san Clergy Institute January 
17-19. Fr. Hugo will celebrate 
Mass on Wednesday but there 
will be no Mass on Thursday, 
1/19. Thank you.  


