
Calm 
                        

“Let it be done unto me according to your will,” Mary said. 

 

A real Archangel appeared, handing out shocking news of the Annunciation. What a jolt this 
must have been for someone so unassuming, so self-effacing as Mary. 

 

Did she flinch? No, she reacted with calm. Simply put, “I accept. Tell me how this wonderful 
birth will happen.” (Lk 1:38) 

 

But the series of events that followed do not at all seem worthy of her calm. Mary was a be-
trothed woman who had been found pregnant! Her husband-to-be had been about to divorce 
her! Until an angel explained things in a dream. 

 

And walking was the mode of transportation in those days, sometimes for astonishing distances, 
so the census call did not make her promise easy. She was the in the last part of her pregnan-
cy—the most difficult time of all to travel from Nazareth in the far north of Israel down to 
Bethlehem, which is south of Jerusalem. Not an impossible distance, but in the last month of 
pregnancy, a tremendous challenge. Joseph in his kindness got a donkey for Mary to ride.  
 

When they finally got to Bethlehem, a very small village, had there was no room for them in the 
inn. And since the infant was “lying in a manger, ”and there is not a word in scripture about a 
cave, the most likely birth place would have been in some kind of barn or stable for domestic 
animals. This birth was not bathed in satin finery, not luxurious. Jesus was born into poverty 
and discomfort. 
 

This Sunday we see Mary just days after the grueling journey and the amazing birth (Gospel). 
She is carrying out the promise she had made to Gabriel. All is well. The child is healthy and 
cuddly, and the angels, unable to contain their joy, have once more danced hugely into Mary’s 
life. Even the animals understand. 

 

Breathtaking. 
 

It would seem that Mary’s calm could now seek some quiet and rest after all that had happened. 
But no. Unkempt shepherds, straight from the fields, “went in haste” to the shelter, announcing 
in their craggy voices that they had been told who this baby was. The angels had trumpeted it 
to them! Wise men, or as we say now, kings, found the holy shelter and barged right in, bearing 
royal gifts. 
 

Does this all impinge on Mary’s peace? It seems not. She is good to her word. The Gospel says 
that she quietly "kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.”  

 

Part of it was her personality, of course, but even more, it was the presence of God deep within 
her, so deep that she let her life unite with his. This produced a son. Existence on this earth is 
never free from hazards and setbacks and stunning difficulties, but as Mary watched each move-
ment of the newborn baby, she breathed in a holiness, a pitch of holiness that even she had not 
known before. 

 

Her calm took place within a crowded, difficult, cramped stable, one we can only imagine with-
in our own hearts. 
 

  “Let it be done unto me according to your will.” Let each of us try to be able to echo her 
words, at least for a few moments. Try it now. 

 

  “Let it be done unto me according to your will.”    
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for January 2nd through January 8th:  

               

Mon:      1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28  

Tue:  1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Ps 98:1, 3c-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34  

Wed:    1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42  

Thur: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Jn 1:43-51 

Fri:     1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Mk 1:7-11  

Sat: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 2:1-11  

Sun:   Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12    

      

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

1/8/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Jim Cunningham 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout and Laura Mamot 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Valaira Cardenas 
Altar Servers:  Katsina Cardenas and Gabrielle Whiteman  

Parish Collection    
12/25                                                                                 $1358.04 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Mondays at 6pm 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 

1/1:   Coffee and donuts  
         after 9am Mass 

 

1/6:   3:45pm Adoration 
         4:45pm Benediction 
         5:00pm Mass  

 

1/22: Classes resume (2-6) 

 

1/29: All classes resume! 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. If you have questions 
regarding baptism or religious education classes, 
please call the religious education office (856-
7806 ext. 16).  

Christ is born.                       

Let us adore him. 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special 
occasion or in memory of someone is a special gift.  

Cards available at the office.  
Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

12/31: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Sheldon Minnich  

 

1/1:  9am Mass St. Stephens   SathTa Prue 
 11am Mass St. Josephs   Missa Pro Populo          
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Deceased members of the Soldierwolf family
                  

1/3: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Dan Hawkins            
                           

1/4: 5pm St. Stephens    Ruby Irene Warren     
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service          
          

1/5: 7:15am St. Stephens   Roberta Povelite        
                               

1/6: 5pm St. Stephens    Souls in purgatory      
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    
  

1/7: 9am St. Stephens    +Elvis Aaron Presley     

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped 
with the decorating, the chil-
dren’s pageant, the liturgies, 
the receptions, and all who 

helped make this season 
beautiful. Blessings! 

 

Thank You!! 

 

Thank you to all who helped before, during and after 

Mass on Christmas...those who cleaned the church, 
those who decorated, our musician Steve Gora, the 

drum group for midnight Mass, those who donated 

poinsettias for the altar, those who donated wreaths, 
and those who helped with refreshments after Mass. 

Everything was beautiful and the celebration of Jesus’ 

birth was more wonderful because of all your help and 
all those who attended. Thanks again! 


